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SURGERY OF THE ABDOMEN ; 
By Dr. BLUNDELL. 





Or all the branches of surgery there is 
none, I conceive, which, in this country, 
admits of greater improvement than the 
surgery of the abdomen, the great import- 
ance of which it is unnecessary to enforce. 
With a view to this improvement it is, that 
I have been induced to accumulate the fol- 
lowing facts and observations ; and in lay- 
ing them before the profession, it may be 
proper to remark that, where there is no 
observation to the contrary, I can vouch 
for their being substantially correct. 

In four experiments the left kidney was 
taken out of the rabbit, through an incision 
upon the outer edge of it, about an inch 
long, very large for the bulk of the animal ; 
the kidney was drawn uy through the wound, 
and the superior half of the peritoneal at- 
tachment, thus put on the stretch, was, to- 
gether with the vessels, included in the li- 
gatare. The rabbits were of a spare habit, 
aod were under their full size, as they had 
not reached their puberty. Of these ani- 
mals,— 

1. The first died about sixty hours after 
the extirpation, with inflammation of the 
abdomen. 

2. The second died about four and a half 
days after the operation, with the same dis- 
ease strongly characterised. 

3. The third rabbit recovered, lived for 
five or six weeks, and then died, from a 
cause which ill health prevented me from 
exploring. 

4. And the fourth also for a short time 
recovered, fattened, and grew, but at the 
end of five or six weeks it died in like man- 
ner, with a sac in the seat of the extirpated 
kidney, formed by the peritoneum, und filled 
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In seven experiments I took out the 
spleen; four of the rabbits were of spare 
habit, and the same size with the former, 
and three of them were full-grown bucks, 
with the omentum, kidney, and other parts 
loaded with fat. Of the full-grown buck 
rabbits, 

5. The first died about three complete 
days after the operation, with abdominal 
inflammation, 

6. The second died about four days com- 
plete after the operation, with well-marked 
inflammation of the peritoneum, as in the 
preceding case. 

7. The third recovered for a time, and 
seemed likely to survive, but three months 
and a half after the operation it died with a 
diffused peritonitis, anda large sac between 
the left portion of the liver and stomach, as 
big as a large orapge, and full of a fluid, like 
whey and custard mixed. 

Of the smaller rabbits, 

8. The first died five complete days after 
the operation, with purging and inflamma- 
tion of the peritoneum. 

9. The second recovered for a time, but 
at the end of six months began to pine away 
gradually, like the former (7), and died ul- 
timately with inflammation of the abdomen, 
effusion of coagulable lymph, firm adhesions, 
and a cyst in the region of the spleen, as 
large as the kidney of the animal, and full 
of a thin pus, 

10,11, And the remaining two recovered 
permanently ; one of them being alive, well 
and fat at the presenttime : about live years 
after the operation, Oct. 1828. 

In five rabbits I opened the abdominal 
cavity over the bladder to the extent of half 
an inch, in the course of the linea alba, 
punctured the fundus vesic@ with a lancet, 
and secured the aperture by ligature. Of 
these rabbits, 

12,13, 14. Three recovered completely, 
and were killed for inspection ; and two died, 

15, 16. One of them, fourteen days after 
the operation, with the external wound un- 


with a semi-fluid, in colour and consistency closed ; the other, seventeen days uiler the 


like custard ; the cyst was not burst; the 
remaining skin was, I think, enlarged; the 


| 


operation, Both were a good deal emaciat- 
ed, and there were no decisive marks of pe- 


spleen was black, the liver was dark, the | ritoneal inflammation, 


kidney was rether pale. 
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In two experiments on rabbits under 
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the adult size, I cut off at least one-quarter 
of the bladder at the fundus, with one stroke 
of the scissors, a ligature having been pre- 
viously applied. 

17. One of these rabbits died seven 
months afterwards, full grown, and not ob- 
viously cachetie, with one of thé purulent 
sacs already described seated internally, 


DR. BLUNDELL’S 


which death ensued in these experiments 
deserves particular notice. 

The peritonitic inflammation, which I 
| have had repeated occasion to mention, ia 
| giving the results of these experiments, was 
marked, in the more decisive instances, by 
serous effusion ; by the accumulation of ad- 
hesive matter; by the agglutination of the 





immediately over the abdominal wound. different viscera to each other, and the peri- 

18. The second rabbit is alive still, and| toneum ; and, in some of the rabbits, by a 
appears large, fat, and healthy. |thorough injection of the smaller vessels 

Into the peritoneum of four rabbits threw |(on the large intestines especially) with 
about an ounce of human urine, of a full) blood, so that they exhibited a petechial 
yellow colour ; left itthere for an hour, then appearance, 
discharged it, and washed out the perito-| From the facts ascertained by the pre- 
neum thoroughly, by injecting tepid water. | ceding experiments, the following inferences 
They all suffered much collapse from this | may, I think, be fairly drawn :— 
experiment, and while the urine remained | 1st. Large apertures into the peritoneum 
in the abdomen among the viscera, they|of the rabbit do not immediately induce a 
dragged the hinder legs after them, as if dangerous prostration of strength. In all 
slightly paralytic: the injection of the tepid my experiments, I never observed any mark- 
water seemed to soothe them. Of these|ed collapse in the animal at the moment 
rabbits, when the peritoneum was laid open, though 

19. The first, a fat buck, never recovered I was in full expectation of it. When urine 
from a state of collapse, and died in less was injected, collapse was immediately and 
than three hours after the experiment. The evidently produced, 
peritoneum exhibited no obvious marks cf dly. Large apertures into the peritoneal 
inflammation. |sac, in the rabbit, are not necessarily, nor 

20. The second, also a fine fat buck, died perhaps generally productive of fatal inflam- 
in sixty hours, in part, at least, from peri- mation, Of eighteen rabbits not only open- 
toneal inflammation; there was purging. ed, but subjected to further violence, five 
The inflammation seemed greatest nearest/only died from this cause (1, 2, 5, 6, 8) ; 
the wound, the remainder, thirteen in number (3, 4, 7, 

21. The third, a rabbit under the full| 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,) either 
size, of spare habit, was destroyed in nine- | recovered, or were carried off by some other 
teen hours, with the most diffused and ac-| affection. As, in the eleven remaining ex- 
tive peritonitis I ever saw in this animal. | periments, a strong stimulus was applied to 
In this last rabbit I found small crystals of} the peritoneum, these, of course, are exclud- 
urinary salt, scattered all over the perito-| ed from the computation. 
neum, from which the urine had been negli- Sdly. In the rabbit, the kidney, the spleen, 
gently washed out. and a large piece of the bladder may be ex- 

22. The fourth rabbit, also under the full | tirpated without necessarily causing death, 
size, recovered completely, and is now, | though death under the frst operation is 
twelve months after the experiment, large, | probable. Of four rabbits, all died ulti- 
fat, and to all appearance perfectly well. —_| mately from the renal operation ; two, how- 

In seven experiments, | injected into the | ever, not till one or two months afterwards. 
peritoneal sac eleven drachms of the de-|Of seven rabbits, five died (5, 6,7, 8, 9) 
coctum querciis, Pharmacopwia Londinen- from the splenic operation ; and of the same 
sis ; the rabbits were under the full size and number only three died (15, 16,17) from 
spare, Of these rabbits, the operation on the bladder. 

23. One died in fifteen hours, with purg-| 4thly. When the abdomen is laid open, 
ing, and, I think, a diffused peritonitis in! and parts are removed from it in the rabbit, 
the incipient state; the extractive of the the first danger arises apparently from col- 
bark was found lying in the peritoneum ;|lapse, (19); the second from general in- 
the intestines were tympauitic. flammation ; (1, 2, 3, 6, 8, 20, 21, 23, 24, 

24, 25, 26, 27, 28. Five others died be- | 25, 26, 27, 28) ; and the last from chronic 
tween twenty and thirty hours after the in- | topical disease, (4, 7, 19, 17.) 
jection, apparently from the same cause; | Sthly, The rabbit's abdomen is very ten- 

29. And one got completely well. |der, probably no less so than that of man. 

In experiments 27, 23, 29, the decoction |Of twenty-nine rabbits, twenty-one died 
was of the full strength ; in experiments 23, | more or less directly from the operations 
25, 26, it was reduced to half strength ; and | performed, some of them, it must be con- 
in experiment 24, toa strength of one-third; | fessed, violent ones; and it should be ob- 
it was therefore of the full strength in the |served particularly, that five, out of seven 
rabbit that recovered. The rapidity with|rabbits, died from the splenic operation 
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earefully performed; though both cases, 
hereafter recorded, in which the human 
spleen was removed,-under circumstances 


forced its way into the rectum, ond was 
born at the anus, occasioning three large 
the 


rents, two laterally, and one forward ; 


to appearance highly uvfavourable, termi- | woman recovered without any very pressing 
nated in complete and uninterrupted re-| symptom. Mr. Harrison, of Greenwich, had 
covery. ‘The general impression left on my the woman ultimately under his care; and 
mind by many observations is, that the ab- | himself, in conjunction with my friend, Mr. 
domen of the rabbit is, on the whole, no less Gaitskel]l, obliged me with the relation 
tender than the human. | of it. 

6thly. It follows, from the former in-| Sdly. Four cases of chronic inversion of 
ference, that success in abdominal opere- | the womb, in which the uterus was extir- 
tions on the rabbit, furnishes a presumption | pated by ligature, at different ages, 
in favour of success in similar operationson| 32. One, a case under the care of Mr, 
the human abdomen; and therefore, from| Chevalier. The woman, in this instance, 
these experiments, we may infer, pre-| was, I think, about sixty, and for years pre- 
sumptively, that moderate openings into the | viously had ceased to menstruate; no bad 
human peritoneum will not necessarily, or| symptoms seem to have occurred, 
even generally, prove fatal from inflamma-; 33, The second, a case under the care of 
tion or otherwise ; and, further, that cer | Mr. Newnham. The woman was about 
tain viscera or parts of viscera, not essen- | twenty-four, Some difficulties arose from 
tial to the welfare of our structure, may be| the extreme irritability of the patient, but 
removed from the belly without necessarily, | the greater part of the womb was got away. 
or even generally, producing death. The; The preparation of the womb I saw myself. 





extirpation of the kidney must be highly 
dangerous; but there is a presumption in 
favour of the successful removal of the 
spleen, the ovaries, or even of large pieces 
of the bladder. But to proceed to observa- 
tions of the human body. 

Of slighter injuries of the abdomen, it is 
unnecessary to make a large enumeration, 
Tapping, slight wounds, in which the in- 
testines are not laid open, hernial opera- 
tions with extirpation of small pieces of the 
omentum, and in Mr. Pott’s case of both the 
ovaries, in general confessedly do well ; 
and where death occurs, after the operation 
of hernia especially, it is sometimes rather 
referrible to some accidental concomitant, 
as delay, for example, than to any thing of 
necessity emanating from the nature of the 
operation itself. ; 

Of severer injuries of the abdomen, with 
their results, the following may be adduced 
as having, with few exceptions, fallen under 
my own notice, or that of my friends; and, 
as possessing an authenticity on which, 
where there is no observation to the con- 
trary, I can thoroughly rely. These, as it 
will be perceived, so far as they furnish in- 
ferences at all, confirm those taken from ex- 
periments on the rabbit; and form, appa- 
rently, a part of one harmonious system of 
facts, which mutually support each other. 

30.—1st. One case, the only one I know 
of, in which the mouth of the womb was 
torn off, and came completely away ; large 
bleeding and collapse were produced, but 
the patient recovered. My friend, Mr. 
Scott of Norwich, carefully investigated this 
case, and Dr. Merriman, of London, is now, 
I believe, in possession of the preparation. 

31,—2dly. One case, in which, from de- 


The woman is still doing well, and it is now 
Six or seven years since the operation was 
| performed. 

| 34. The third, a case in which Mr. 
| Wiudsor, assisted by Dr. Hull, of Man- 
chester, operated. The patient was exces- 
|sively irritable and intractable, and some 
difficulties occurred as in the former in- 
stance, but the operation succeeded. Dr, 
Hull himself related this case to me in a 
conversation between us. 

35. The fourth, a case of my own, in 
which the greater part of the womb was re- 
moved by a wire ligature. It came away in 
eleven days, This patient was of a tranquil 
torpid habit; and not one bad symptom 
occurred, 

36.—4thly. One case has fallen under my 
observation, in which a fall from the top of 
a coach occasioned a transverse rent through 
the abdominal coverings, above the abdomi- 
nal rings, on the right side, four fingers 
broad at the least. ‘(he intestines hung out. 
The man recovered in a few weeks. The 
intestines still protrude at this part, push- 
ing the abdominal coverings before them, 
and forming a ventral hernia. The scar of 
the rent is still apparent. The man was 
under the care of my friend, Mr. Green, of 
St. Thomas’s Hospital. 

5thly. Two cases may be mentioned, the 
only ones within my knowledge, in which 
the spleen was removed. 

37. One, that of the soldier, whose side 
was laid open by a sabre wound at the battle 
of Dettingen, if my memory serve, the 
spleen protruding and lying out for some 
hours in the dirt. It was removed by the 








surgeon. The man recovered, and seemed 
to suffer afterwards no inconvenience refer- 


fective formation of the external genitals,/rible to the want of the spleen. Mr. Cline 
the child’s head could not readily pass: it used to relate this case. 
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58. A second, that recorded by Dr.| 
O’Brien in his inaugural dissertation. The! 
case was under his own personal care. The 
man wasa native of Mexico: the spleen lay | 
out for two days before the surgeon was ap- | 
plied to; the bleeding was profuse; the 
vessels and other connexions were secured 
by ligature, and the spleen separated com- 
pletely from the body on the twentieth day 
of the wound. On the forty-fifth day the 
man was discharged from the hospital, 
cured; and observed to some one about this 
time, that “‘ he felt as well as ever he did in 
his life.” There was bloody urine till the 
tenth day, the only bad symptom which oc- 
curred during his recovery; the kidaey 
having most probably received a wound at 
the time when the side was laid open. 

6thly. Three cases may be cited, in 
which the dropsical ovary was rent, proba- 
bly extensively, from external violence ; 
these are all that have been brought under 
my notice, and all terminated favourably. 
For the full authenticity of the following, I 
pledge myself: 

39, An unmarried lady, with dropsical 
ovary, was thrown on the ground with vio- 
lence from a two-wheeled carriage, and 
struck-the enlarged abdomen with consider- 
able force against a stone which lay by the 
road side. A large discharge of urine fol- 
lowed ; she became permanently freed from 
her dropsy ; and marrying, died with a re- 
troversion of the womb, which could not be 
replaced. On inspection, the remains of a 
ruptured ovarian cyst were discovered, re- 
troverting the uterus, which was fixed firmly 
in the retroverted position by means of in- 
flammatory adhesions. 

40. This case, which may be relied on as 
authentic, gives additional probability to 
one related by the late Dr. Kissam, of New 
York, who was a fellow-student of Mr. 
Gaitskell, at Edinburgh, and much esteemed 
for his activity and talent. In this, as in 
the former instance, the lady had an ovarian 
dropsy of many years standing, clearly dis- 
tinguishable through the abdominal cover- 
ings. No abscess occurring, for several 
days afterwards, a trocar and canula were 
introduced into the peritoneal sac, and 
twenty-six pints of bloody serum were 
drawn off ; the patient, notwithstanding the 
double injury from the rent and operation, 
getting well without any alarming symp- 
toms.— New England Journal of Medicine 
and Surgery, vol. v. p. 225. 

41. The third case deserves notice, espe- 
cially as corroborated by the two former, 
which it resembles. There was swelling in| 
the region of the right ovary,~equable, 
smooth, and without distinguishable fluctua- 
tion ; pain shot occasionally in the course 
of the round ligament down the thigh ; the 
left limb first, and afterwards the right, be- 





AMNESIA, 


came adematous; the general health was 
little impaired. When straining to reach 
something on a high shelf, the patient felt 
some part give way within her, and examin- 
ing herself immediately afterwards, she 
discovered that the circumscribed tumour 
had disappeared, end that there was general 
abdominal swelling in its place. For a 
length of time afterwards she seemed to be 
recovering from this injury, and died with 
a scirrhus of the uterine organs, and not, 
as appeared, from the accident.— Idem. 
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SINGULAR CASE OF LOSS OF MEMORY, AFTER 
A FALL ON THE HEAD. 


D.F., a healthy middle-aged man, fell 
from a staircase of considerable height ; he 
was taken up insensible, but within a few 
minutes recovered, and on the following 
day, except a slight headach, felt quite well. 
In this state of apparent health he conti- 
nued until the third day after the accident, 
when he suddenly, and without any obvious 
cause, became unable to fix his attention 
on any particular object, began to stammer, 
and after about twenty-four hours, lost his 
speech entirely, and became delirious ; at 
the same time a discharge of bloody serum 
took place from the left ear. This state 
having lasted for nearly three days, he 
was attacked with epileptic fits, which, 
during the following three days, very fre- 
quently returned, but under the use of tar- 
tarised antimony, gradually diminished in 
violence and frequency, aud, after a few 
days, disappeared entirely. From this time 
the patient began to pay some attention to 
what passed around him, and even made 
some attempts to speak. The use of the 
tartar emetic being continued for a fortnight, 
so as to produce vomiting two or three times 
a day, his general condition gradually im- 
proved, and at last nothing, except a very 
singular deficiency in both memory and arti- 
culation, remained, Whenever he attempted 
to speak, though he was perfectly conscious 
of what he was going to say, he was unable 
to find the necessary words to express his 
idea, until mane en: distinctly pronounced 
the phrase, which he then immediately, and 
apparently with great satisfaction, repeated, 
like a person wishing to make himself un- 
derstood ia a language which he speaks very 
imperfectly ; and what is mest curious, those 
languages which he formerly had spoken 
with the greatest fluency, appeared to be 
completely forgotten. Being a native of 
Poland, he bad generally conversed in Po- 
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lish with his countrymen ; this, in his pre-| informed, who can be ignorant of the admi- 
sent state, he was quite unable to do, al-| rable discoveries which Mr. Bracy Clark has 
though he could speak German whenever he | made upon the foot of the horse, and those 
was assisted in the above-mentioned manner. | best acquainted with them, cannot fail to 
Latin he spoke still better than German ; as/| foresee that they will one day occasion a 
to the Greek, he had entirely forgotten it. | complete change in the practice of shoeing, 
He could read and understand all these lan- | by demonstrating that the common system 
guages if spoken to him, and the faculty of | is injurious, and in opposition to the laws of 
pronouncing them was in no degree im- | nature. 

paired, but his memory seemed to fail him| Mr, Clark, after having explained the true 
completely. It gradua!ly, however, returned, structure of the foot in a manner as inge- 
and what is most remarkable, be regained it | vious as it is simple, and after having proved 
in a distinct order, so that he first reac- | thatit is e/asiie in a sense which no one be- 
quired German, then Latin and Greek, end fore him had either explained or known, 
lastly, Polish, which before the accident he | hus been occupied with the greatest perse- 
had spoken best. During the period of his 








verance in secking amethod of shoeing which 


disea-e, his mind was in no other respect | would preserve to the hoof that expansive 
action which is so peculiarly essential to it, 


deranged ; he was clear in his ideas, and 
even his memory, except for words, was | and without which the animal is ruined, and 
in no degree affected. ‘The discharge from | loses the greater part of his usefuluess, 
the ear appeared to have no influence | M. Crepin, speaking of them, says: Most sa- 
on his general condition, for it was some- | tisfactory results have arisen from the use of 
times suppressed for more than twenty-four | these shoes, I have employed them ina 
hours, without any illeffect. It is further | number of cases, under Mr. Clark’s direc- 
stated by the reporter of the case, that the | tion, for horses lame in consequence of dry- 
patient, after his recovery, presented a very | ness aad contraction of the heels, for such 
curious change in his temper and general | as showed great pain in their feet, hobbling 
health, and though formerly of a very me- | alony and going badly, and tor such, also, as 
lancholy disposition, aud subject to bilious | those persons who practise neurotomy would 
attacks, he was afterwards always in remark-| say, are in a state to indicate that opera- 
ably good spirits, and in the constant en- tion. 
joy ment of good health.—Rust’s Mag. cf.d.| This system has particularly succeeded 
ges. Heilk. | upon a horse that Mr. Clark purchased at a 
time when he could scarcely go, and which 
FATAL EFFECTS OF THE INTERNAL Use oF | it rendered perfectiy sound. Also in the 
PHOSPHORUS. | case of a litt.e mare belonging to myself, to 
M. Ch, E. Dieifenbach, chemist at Biel, | whirh it has given a freedom of action before 
has lately fallen a victim to his zeal for | unknown to her. A superb English horse, 
science. He had been for some time en- | very lame, which had been treated during 
gaged in making experiments on several | two years by a veterinarian of Paris, and for 
powerful remedies, and at the end of last | whom the members of the school at Alfort 
year began to try the effect of phosphorus, | had been several times consulted, it has put 
first in a dose of one grain, which was| into astete of capital going. In fact, I have 
eventually increased to three grains. On/|to offer above twenty well authenticated 
the evening of the day on wlich he had | proofs of the value of this mode of shoeing, 
taken the latter dose, he felt very ill, and a/ «pon which I cannot at present go further 
violent pain in the stomach, which be unfor- | into detail.— Crepin,* Journal Pratique de 
tunately attributed to a cold, and took no| Médecine Vétérinaire (for February.) 
notice of it, After a few days, the pain in 
the abdomen having increased, he began 
to vomit a great quantity of greenish matter 
of a garlick-like smell. A physician was at 
last called in, and every thing done to allay 








POST-MORTEM DELIVERIES. 
The following circumstance, which, al- 
| though observed in the year 1798, has only 
c lately been made public by Dr. Ferg, of 
the irritation of the stomach, but without | Nuremberg, is a new proof of the tenacity 
any effect ; convulsions, and a paralytic af-| of life in the organs of reptiles, and may he 
fection of the left arm succeeded, and the | regarded as somewhat in connexion with the 
patient died on the 12th day after the expe- | post-mortem deliveries of women and ani- 
riment, mals, of which numerous examples are upon 


NEW METHOD OF SHORING, * Mons. Crepin is a practitioner of emi- 
According to the Principles of Mr. Bracy |nence in Paris, and principal editor of the 
Crark, Corresponding Member of the | above work, and we insert his remarks, be- 


Royal Institute, and of the Linn@an| cause they strongly corroborate the priuci- 
Society. ples we have espoused on this important 


Tuene is no veterinarian, however slightly | subject.—Ep. L, 
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record. When on board a ship lying off 
Sinnamang, Dr. Ferg saw on the deck a 
vessel containing the oviduct of a large sea- 
turtle, (testudo midas,) which had recently 
been killed. This oviduct contained many 
hundred eggs; it wasexposed to the sun. The 
doctor observed it contract, and the motions 
for this purpose became sufficiently strong to 
expel the eggs nearest the orifice; in a few 
minutes several of these were excluded, 








STATE OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


“ Non ignara mali, miserissuccurrere disco.” —Virg. 





To the Editor of Tue Lance1.7 





MEDICAL BENEFIT INSTITUTION. 


as vigorous, and even now, perhaps, of as 
high acquirements as themselves, pining, 
many of them with a wife and family, in the 
very depths of want and misery! I have in 
my eye, at this moment, a highly talented 
M.D., with an amiable wife and two accom- 
omy daughters, thus sinking beneath the 
light of misfortune, unprotected, unbe- 
friended, and unheeded—eking out their 
bitter moments in an obscure garret, with 
naught but their religion to comfort them, 
But this is not a solitary instance ; hun- 
dreds, I doubt not, might be mentioned, 
were it our business to seek them out. Yet 
is it not horrible that a fate like this should 
await those members of the community 
whose lives are spent in administering to 
the relief of suffering humanity—who sacri- 
fice health and comfort to its necessities— 


| whose lives are devoted to a species of civil 


Sin,—The observations of H. W. D., in| Slavery, which knows neither rest nor inter- 





No. 299 of your valuable Journal, have di-|™!8sion! The members of the medical pro- 
rected my attention to a subject which has fession, unlike all others, are dependent for 
long and frequently been matter of painful | S¥Pport no less on their moral than on their 
musing to me—the unprotected, the unbe- | professional character; their duties, arda- 
friended state of the Medical Profession. The | 08 88 they are, afford them, generally, but 
remarks of a“ Medical Benedick,” in a for- | *#¢ bare means of supporting their charac- 
mer Number, on the same subject, 1 had | ‘e's a8 gentlemen ; yet they are obliged, by 
hoped, would have excited, long ere this, | the narrow-minded feelings of the public, 
the dormant sympathy of its listless mem- | Whom they are dependent, often to enter, 
bers, and have aroused towards their unfor- | Pematurely, into obligations the most sa- 
tunate and sick-at-heart brethren, those | ced, and to incur responsibilities the most 
kindly feelings of commiseration which their | *™PoSing, lest they labour under disabiliues 
situation is so well calculated to call forth, W!ich would render futile their education 
Deeply as 1, individually, have deplored ®2¢ attainments. They are subjected, by 


the apathy which, dwelling in the bosom of | 
its more fortunate members, have allowed 


these appeais, strong aod energetic as they 
have been, thus to have subsided into obli- 
vion, unnoticed and unheeded, I have he- 


sitated to answer them myself, in the ear-. 


their investigations of the intricacies of dis- 
ease, to the dangers of self-destruction by 
inoculation, or to the sacrifice of health in 
their devoted attention to their cuties, for 
there is no source of disease in the human 
body so fertile as that emaneting from the 





nest hope, that amongst the hund-eds that | barassed state of mind inseparable from the 
exist, many voices more persuasive, and | *™Xieties attendant on those duties. Yet 
ns more influential than my own, would | from these, from misfortune, from faculties 
_ enlisted themselves in a cause so grate- | ™mpaired by age, we have no refuge; all 
ful to the best and noblest feelings of huma- | other classes: enjoy theirs, but we must, 
nity. But, alas! | with prophetic sagacity, depend alone on 
“ Reri cui ew ‘ | uninterrupted health and prosperity to en- 
Totes quct ai: numero VIX SUNC! able us to fulfil the many and sacred obli- 


atthe «ssa. 4, | §ations our destinies ordain us to incur! 

Thebarum porte, vel divitis ostia Nili. i Yet is it not monstrous, that amongst 
These appeals, in behalf of the forlorn and | men so enlightened as those which the me- 
friendlesa, have failed in making animpression | dical profession numbers in its ranks, mi- 
on the hearts of those to whom they were ad- sery unalleviuted, and misfortune unbefriend- 
dressed—the medical profession ; but 1 sin- |ed—talent unfostered, and labour uprequit- 
cerely trust, for its reputation generally, |ed—should thus be permitted to exist — 
that the silence which its members have Shall we, on whose sympathy and kindly 
hitherto observed on the subject, is more | feelings a greater demand is made than on 
the result of want of reflection and igno- any other class of men, remain, in the winter 
rance of the miseries it is proposed to alle-| of our days, the only beings incapable of 
viate, than cruel and wanton indifference | arousing, in the breasts of our brethren, 
to the sufferings of their professional bre- those feelings of compunction and commi- 
thren. Let them bear from me, that there | seration which so readily flow through all 
are, at this moment, hundreds of these bre-|other channels? It must not be. If we 


thren, once as affluent as themselves, once | would not draw down on our devoted heads 
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the maledictions of the broken heart, and 
the curses of exhausted misery—if we would 
avoid the hatred and contempt of the more 
feeling portion of society, of those who are 
capable of appreciating the cruelty of thus 
forsaking, in the hour of need, our fellow- 
labourers—we must hasten (we have de- 
layed too long) to provide them shelter from 
the passing storm, and a harbour, within 
whose welcome precincts their shattered 
barks may ride in safety. 


“ Solvite corde metum, Teucri, secludite 
curas ; 

Auxilio tutos dimittam, opibusque juvabo.” 

The importance of this subject leads me 
to hope, that it may forthwith be taken up 
by far abler pens than mine ; should it not, 
however, I shall take the liberty of submit- 
ting to your notice the means | conceive to 
be the best calculated to carry this grand 
object into effect. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
June 1, 





FARMING OF PARISHES. 





To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—Permit ne, in plain and homely, | 
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| hushed up the blunders of the ignorant, from 


| @ secret foreboding that inattention or neg- 
| lect might one day attach to them also, The 
|remedying of these abuses, and of more, 
|much more than what I have stated, to you 
has solely been owing, and sufficient has 
been done to place your name high in the 
list of benefactors to your country. In the 
_Seaypeter of this arduous task, you have 
een assailed by all that the ingenuity of 
the wicked could devise, and the heartless 
and detestable subterfuges which have been 
resorted to, have only been equalled by the 
laughable and contemptible efforts of igno- 
rance; and while the former has created 
|abhorrence, the peevish twaddle of Rodes 
rick, and the jargon of Jemmy, with hia 
| spurious Latin and worse Greek, only vary 
| the pitiful smile. 
| The College of Surgeons, and Society of 
| Apothecaries, have uniformly professed that 
| they possess the power to prevent non-me- 
dical men practising, and that they are com- 
petent to give, and that their examinations 
are such as will prevent the ignorant from 
obtaining, diplomas. In this general state- 
ment the public have unfortunately placed 
implicit belief, but egregiously have they 
been deceived. ‘To confute their first asser- 
tion we need only look to the hosts of char- 
latans and quacks that infest every town and 
city in the kingdom. ‘The different papers 
are filled with advertisements, which, like 








but sincere diction, to offer you my heart- | the cries of the crocodile, too often allure 
felt thanks for the honourable, persevering, the unwary to their destruction. Though 
and determined manner in which you have | this alone would be sufficient for every sen~ 
ever exposed the ignorant, unclouked the | sible mind to condemn the policy which per- 
villanous, protected the friendless,and upheld | mits such scenes of infamy and murder, yet, 
the true I of the profession, thus confer- ‘in reality, it is far exceeded by that which 
ring a lasting blessing on the community.} too often results from the appointment of 
The facts in proof of it are upon record, and | parish surgeons, for, in the former instance, 
will outlive the memory of man. Truth and | the application of the sufferer is voluntary, 
reason have been made to penetrate into in the latter, compulsory. 

the dark atmosphere which has too long sur-! Parishes in the country are, for the most 
rounded the medical profession, and ulti-| part, farmed, that is, let to the man who is 
mately our delectable medical laws, those | willing to give the poor, medical attendance 
groundworks of evil, must perish, and with at the lowest salary ; a fine opening is thus 
them their instigators and supporters, ne- offered to all those ignorant wretches who 
ver to revive again, The benefit of a few | feel neither remorse nor repugnance in tri- 
cannot be continued to the injury of the | fling with human life. The mode pursued 





many, for the eyes of the public are opened, 
and an alteration there must be. There 
was a time when a lecturer could, with im- 
punity, gabble nonsense, trample on the 
rights of, and treat with contumely, the 
whole body of students; there was a time 
when the visits of a hospital surgeon to the 
wards of his hospital were as rare, transi- 
tory, and uncertain as a November sun ; 
when the cry of the maimed was, with the 
scream of the murdered, heard only to be 


by these charlatans is as simple as it be- 
comes practicable; the moment that, by 
dint of perseverance, they have obtained a 
|slight knowledge of the nomenclature of 
| drugs, all that is necessary is to post into 
/some country village, and mark their door 
with the word ‘* Surgeon.” ‘This, from the 
unfortunate belief in the perfectability of 
our medical laws, is, in the country, a pass- 
port to respectable society. In a short time 
the workhouse practice of the neighbouring 





forgotten ; and when, whether it was the re- | parishes is obtained, and then follows a 
sult of apne or of neglect, the poor pa-'scene which is beyond description. The 
tient had a remedy of no kind ; for the pub- | poor wretches, who are compelled to apply 


lic were unable to judge, and the skilful to these miscreants, are pitiable in the ex- 
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treme. Let any one witness the melancholy| If such an examination or such an appren- 
results, not of the disease, but the misap- | ticeship be not requisite in order to be able 
plied means of the iguorant, aod be will own |to compound or select drugs, why not do 
— lah, pe RRP Se 
. e may imagine that this is / apothecary > 
mere fable, but ee are oa many parishes | or physician dispense his own prescriptions. 
- will testify its truth: I know of many.| It surely is ot if a go 
uch an instance as I have described, at/to the pains and expense of a long appren- 
this moment exists, and has for some years tieeshipn | to have our province intruded upon 
existed, in the case of a house of industry in by the physician or surgeon, as it may suit 
Norfolk, to which more than twenty parishes | their convenience, or gratify their hopes of 
are attached, containing altogether several | emolument, amalgamating the two callings 
thousand poor. In the opportunities that 1 | into one for the sake of the profit. 
have had of witnessing the practice, I have} But, Sir, 1 can never agree that the raw 
seen trem, a Pog a many |gurgees, who has peer irte dome to 
more diseases of that class, treated with | dissection, and concludes his studies y un- 
Stimulants and opiates; each disease mis- | dergoing the discipline of the grinder, is a 
taken for another ; inflammation of the knee, | fit and capable person to either select or 
and phlegmonous erysipelas of the limbs,| compound drugs, many of which he has 
well covered with greasy poultices, and the| never seen, and such as he bas seen too 
pain attempted to be alleviated with opium; seldom to be able to be a judge — 
pene ow of =. ager Fegeeey - _ - gy a bccn 
Isp. aced ; is:ocations, oO: 1é@ Mos Pp - | feuriess y, a ' a) > ' 
pable a eee or sean grog! nN —_ -— a So 
opacities o € cornea pronounced to be Knowledge of drugs and prescripti 
dame and hernial eneuee treated as | hand, and in ay nk ey indeed, will you 
enlarged glands ; to the destruction of the find any of them who have experimental 
health, the permanent injury, and even the | knowledge of what he is about to prescribe 
loss of the lives of individuals. for bis patient; much fewer are the number 
I could readily lengthen the list, and re- | who have attended to the nicety of composi- 
late the cases, but these heart-rending facts | tion, upon which very often the efficacy of 
are too numerous, and too often met with | the dose chiefly depends. coal 
by medical men, to render it necessary ; | _ However, Sir, I have no objection to the 
yet, vac ep — are napor'ss 788 | ane .# ne es 
€ possibility of ‘a doubt, our medical in-| amongst us, if they will first learn our a 
enya have the impudence to assert, that | befure they peng Lg —_ Iam a 
ey possess the power to prevent them. | convinced, is only to be acquired by spending 
Their deluded and degraded caer know,|a couple of years behind the counter of an 
too well, that instead of being a protection | apothecary ; and I am very much mistaken 
to them, anda safeguard to the public, they lif they will not be fitter to practise after so 
csuep inte te feces. | ing Sadbcion sdeialaared, to jaigo of thet 
0 the ession. ing medici 2 
F I am, Sir, jeffects by personal observation ; and when 
; X, | thee commence their professional career, 
A Member of the College. | their prescriptions will be found more judi- 
Norfolk, May 22, 1829. cious than those of the young practitioners 
{in general, and their draughts will be, per- 
| haps, more grateful to the stomach and 
| palate of their patients, as well as more effec- 
| tual against their diseases, 
. I cannot conclude these remarks, which 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. j|have been suggested to me on reading the 
Str,—The pains you have always taken | discussion in your Journal, which occurred 
to remove the abuses which exist in query | Parliament on the petition of “ Scotch 
oe ve Saeing —. poo libe- | + agp and para ee 3 ae 
rality you have shown to those whose opi- the very great benefit which I have perso- 
nions have been in any way discordant with | nally derived from reading ‘Tus Lancer, and 
your own, induce me, as a mémber of the | giving my humble tribute of praise to the 
profession of apothecaries, to address a few | talents and spirit with which it has been 
lines to you on the question of admitting | conducted, 
physicians orsurgéons to be enrolled amongst | I am, Sir, 
us, without serving an apprenticeship like | Maxaor, 
us, or like us undergoing an examination as i 
to their knowledge of selecting and com- , Sean detente. 
pounding drugs, May 26, 1829, 





TRISH APOTHFCARIFS AND SCOTCH DUBS. 








BROKEN PROMISES.—INFORMERS. 361 
But alas for Mr. Key, he has forgotten his 
promise, and Mr. Morgan, whom Mr, Key 
proposed as the examiner upou this occa- 
sion, is incompetent to the task, by the 
effects of a severe catarrh. What with Mr. 
Morgan's indisposition and Mr. Key's for- 


ABUSES IN GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—As you have been so generally suc- 
cessful in your attempts to rectify hospital | 
abuses, and the maltreatment of pupils, | ear- | getfulness, it is expected that the prize will 
nestly entreat you to continue yourexertions, | not be given this year. If Mr. Key and 
and not to abandon the task of reformation,| Mr. Morgan intentionally delay awarding 
until you have obtained a perfect victory over | the prize, it can only be for the purpose, by 
the supporters of injustice and monopoly. If delaying the time, of diminishing the number 
by furnishing you with the details of some of candidates, and rendering the success of 
recent omissions and intentional neglect on some favourite dresser more certain, Should 
the part of the surgeons and physicians of | this opinion be considere: illiberal, 1 beg to 
Guy’s Hospital, 1 can in any way promote | ask, what right people have to expect cre- 
your excellent endeavours, I shall be happy | dit for honesty of purpose, when their ac- 
in submitting the following facts to your | tions devote design and intrigue. Such con- 
notice. 


It was expressly stated in the prospectus 
of the lectures of Guy’s Hospital, that cer- 
tain clinical lectures in the course of the 
season, would be delivered by the physi- 
cians, to those who had entered to the me- 
dical practice of the hospital ; but without 
assigning apy justifiable reason, the physi- 
cians have not so much as given one clinical 
lecture. Unless, among other privileges 


connected with this institution, the physi- 
cians can claim that of making whatever pro- 
mises they think proper to the pupils, with- 
out feeling it necessary to fulfil them, they 
must admit, that by this dereliction of duty, 
they have forfeited their words, and been 


guilty of great injustice to the students. 
Until the present time, I had always con- 
sidered the use of a prospectus to be that of 
acquainting those who wished to enter on a 
course of instruction, with the nature and 
extent of the information which the teacher 
has to communicate, Experience proves, 
that other views are to be assigned to pro- 
spectuses, which, though less useful to the 
pupil, are of nt importance to the 
venders, who, like our professional brethren, 
Dr. Eady and some others, are not, | pre- 


| duct is insulting to the class, and is deserv- 
edly viewed with scorn by the more intelli- 
gent part of the pupils. Could my remarks 
end here, I should feel most happy, but as 
Mr. B. Cooper has also participated in the 
general offence, | must lengthen my commu- 
nication, Mr. B. Cooper curtailed his lec- 
tures of the last course in a most unmerciful 
manner. He omitted the nerves altogether, 
and gave but impertectly, several other 
parts, The only excuse that can pany 
he pleaded for this omission is, that so muc 

time was taken up, and so much breath 
wasted in making protestations of heartfelt 
thanks and promises of reiterated diligence, 
that neither leisure nor strength sufficient 
remained, to allow of a more consistent ma- 
nifestation of his gratitude. ‘These, Mr. 
Editor, are the gentlemen who complain of 
the unjust severity of your censure, and 
boast of their anxiety to promote the inte- 
rests and respectability of the profession. It 
was by one of these that a fulsome address 
was presented, purporting to be @ congratu- 
lation of Mr. Cooper on his signal triumph 
|of principle and justice over a daring sys- 
tem of misrepresentation and detraction. 
Imposing piece of cant. Consummation of 





sume, strangers to the efficacy of puffery. 1} that mean-spirited finesse, which taints 
am sorry that cause for complaint does not|the very atmosphere of Guy's. Designing 
end here ; Mr. Key, in his introductory lec- | knavery of some few time-serving parasites, 
ture, stated, that Sir Astley Cooper would | over the unsuspecting credulity of the pu- 
lecture as usual upon some of the most inte- | pils of the hospital, ‘These are the titles, 
resting subjects connected with surgery, and | the only titles, which truth and justice can 
intimated, that the great Sir Astley would assign to that address. 

contribute his aid to render the course of! I am, Sir, 

study as useful as possible. Sir Astley A Mepicat Port, 
Cooper has not fulfilled his promise. He! Borough, June 9th, 1829. 

has lectured only a few times, leaving Mr. | 

Key to supply the rest, with a wretched 

apology for Sir Astley’s violation of promise, | AROMATIC VINEGAR.—INFORMERS, 
and a most hurried and slovenly set of lec- | 
tures on fractures and dislocation. Such is| To the Edi Tae L 
the treatment we receive at Gay's Hospital. | 0 the Editor of Tus Laneer. 

It has been customary at the close of the) Sir,—As you condescend to notice in 
lectures to give a surgical prize, in aceord-| your widely circulated Journal, any thing 
ance with which, Mr. Key promised some | which may be of service to the profession, 
time ago there should be an examination|you will, I can assure you, by noticing to 

















MR. EARLE.—DEKBY 


ies that ‘‘ aromatic vinegar” must 
not be sold without a stamp, be the means 
coy many hundreds a ‘‘ mitigated pe- 
nalt five pounds.” The informers are 
on the alert at the present time, they hav- 
ing out many “ new things.” 

lam, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Aw Aporuecary’s Apprentice. 
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ERRONEOUS OPINION ATTRIBUTED TO MR, 
EARLE. 





To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 

Sir,—In allusion to the case of Richard 
Parkes, contained in the number of your 
journal for May 23, page 252, | beg to state, 
that the report of the opinion said to have 
been given by Mr. Earle, is erroneous, and 
ought, therefore, to be corrected. 

Mr. Earle particularly called the attention 
of the pupils present, to the fact of the pa- 
tella’s floating, and of the integuments co- 
vering it being as firmly adherent as usual ; 
these facts, he said, convinced him that there 
was fluid within the joint, and that it was 
not diffused around it. Mr, Karle then re- 
marked, that there was certainly an abscess 
above, which might, or might not, commu- 
nicate with the cavity of the joint, observ- 
ing, at the same time, that he should advise 


the case, 
next Number, you will oblige 
Your obedient servant, 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
June 11th, 1829, 





SECRET SURGERY AT DERBY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 













SURGERY.—HUMBUG. 


tion, you will oblige me by their insertion» 
and 
I am, Sir, 
Aw Exemy to Hore-anp-Cornner 
Surcery,. 
Derby, June 7th, 1829. 


eee 
MR. ASSISTANT SEWELL, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—Mr. William Sewell, Professor Coie- 
man's Assistant at the Veterinary College, 
performed, as you are aware, the operation 
of lithotomy on the horse, a short time 
since. 

Although this operation is not very often 
performed, yet it requires so little dexte- 
rity, that any veterinarian could have ope- 
rated with just as much judgment as was 
displayed on this momentous occasion by 
the learned Assistant. 

Mr. Sewell was so elated at the success 
which attended this his first effort as a litho- 





the puncturing of the abscess quite at toad 
upper part, which would not only evacuate 

the pus, but af once disclose the nature of fortunately, yrogeesd an 0 Soligw, en come 
By inserting the above in your 


A Pur (who was present.) 





Sir,—Having seen the good effects, both 
in England and abroad, which have resulted | 
from the exposure of humbug and hole-and- 
corner surgery in your valuable publication, 
I am induced to inform you, that the secret 
system is carried on most disgracefully in| 
the Derby Infirmary, by one who is termed | 
the leading man, or god of the surgeons. 
He attends at irregular periods, and operates | 
without making announcement ae yd 
so that frequently he is attended by no one 
but bis luminous assistant for a prompter, | 
and his apprentices as witnesses of his | 
adroitness. But if operations were made 
public by previous notices, the other infir- | 
mary surgeons and their apprentices would | 
have the benefit of attending th -m. 


tomist, that he could set no bounds to its im- 
portance ; and instead of quietly acquainting 
| his brethren in the profession, as he ought 
| to have done, of this wonderful case, he must 
|needs send it, as a subject for discussion, 
|to the College of Physicians! 1 under. 
stand, however, Mr. Sewell meant this as a 
| preliminary step to submitting the case to 

the Royal Society, where he was ounce, un- 
} 
pretended claim to the discovery of another 
new operation. 

After sending this case to the College of 
| Physicians, Mr. Sewell advertised it in the 
filthy ‘* Excreseence,” of which he bought 
two hundred numbers, and distributed them 
to the subscribers of the Veterinary College, 
sending, at the same time, a model of the 
stone that was extracted. 

In consequence of this ruse, at the last 
general meeting of governors and subscribers 
| to the Veterinary College, a considerable 
augmentation of salary was voted to the 
worthy Assistant for his extraordinary zeal 
in the profession ; but your medical readers 
will be bet‘er able to appreciate the merit 
due to Mr, Sewell on this occasion than his 
bottle friend, Mr. Berens, and the other en- 
lightened governors of the Institution. 

I am, Sir, 
One of your constant readers, and 
Aw Evemy to Humave. 








WEBB STREET SCHOOL. 


To the Editor of Tas Lancet. 


Sixn,—Permit me, through the medium of 

If you, your valuable pages, whivh have ever been 

think these circumstances call for reforma-| the resource, not merely of the oppressed 
! 
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pupil, but of the calumniated teacher, to au- 
swer some perverted representations which, 
under the signature of ‘* A Pupil of the 
Webb Street School,” appeared in the 
Number of your Journal for May 15, severely 
reflecting upon our much-respected teacher 
of midwifery in that school. And here it 
would, perhaps, be as well to state, that my 
delay in writing arose from an intention, 
which had been expressed, of doing so on 
the part of several pupils, who have, per- 
haps, like myself, delayed writing under the 
impression that others would. 
our correspondent states two grounds 
of complaint; the first is, irregularity of 
lecturing ; the second, the short duration of 
the lectures. As to the second, the time, 
as he must well know, was altered from an 
hour to three quarters of an hour, at the 
express wish of the pupils, and, as the Doc- 
tor told us at the time, from a conviction, 
on his part, that we were more likely to 
retain, and commit to our note books, what 
was given in that time, than if the lectures 
were longer, Upon a similar, proper, and 
respectful application, 1 doubt not but that 
he would very readily have altered the time. 
As to the first charge, of irregularity, a list 
of excuses, as they are called, is given, the 
last of which he acknowledges to be false, 
though upon it he endeavours to raise an 
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red more frequently of late, is a eircum- 
stance purely fortuitous, for every day’s ex- 
perience will show us, that what may not 
have occurred for a long space will some- 
times occur frequently in the course of one 
week ; and if it appear strange in this in- 
stance, its accuracy might easily have been 
ascertained by inquiry of his fellow-students, 
some of whom he would have found were 
present at one or other of the cases. From 
the disrespectful tone of the remarks, I am 
strongly inclined to think, that though the 
writer may be a pupil of the Webb Street 
School, he is not a pupil of Dr. Hopkins ; 
and for this reason, that though the free- 
dom with which medical students canvass the 
merits or demerits of their respective teach- 
ers is well known, I never heard a disre- 
spectful remark concerning Dr. Hopkins. 

Your insertion of this letter will much 
oblige 

Your obedient servant, 
Tuos, WitttaMs. 

Borough, June 2, 1829. 





TREATMENT OF THB DROWNED, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sira,—A friend having just handed me 





invidious comparison between Dr. Hopkins 
and Dr. Blundell, 


Tae Lancer of May the 30th, in which is 


Dr. Blundell needs no a statement of tie case of Abigal Keerny, 


such advecate—Dr. Hopkins need fear no|communicated by J. Baker, Esquire, and 


such defamer. 


Asto the others, they stand, as some part of his observations seems to 


on even a'worse footing ; the one is a direct | imply that proper means had not been used 
falsehood—the others, truth perverted to a/ previous to his arrival, I think, in justice to 
false meaning. Such reasons, not excuses,| me, vou cannot refuse to insert my state- 
for non-delivery of lectures, as placental pre-| ment of the case, the truth of which can be 
sentations, &c., have been g./en, but not/ attésted by the two men who took t.e wo- 
falsely, as your correspondent would insi-| man out of the water, and several other per- 


nuate. Dr. Hopking bas, in the first place, | sons. 


When the woman was brought to my 


a large private practice, and is in the habit, | house she was not insensible, but drank with 
as doubtless you know, of being called in eagerness some brandy end water, which I 
by private practitioners in cases of difficulty, | gave to her; I then proceeded, according to 
He has likewise, by far, the most extensive | the instructions of the Humane Society, to 
field of practice for his pupils of any teacher | strip off the wet clothes, to apply warmth, 
in London, and when cases occur, is in| Xc., and upon putting her feet into water, 
the habit of summoning to the bed side as | she cried out, in consequence of its being 
many pupils as he conveniently can; thus | too warm; from which circumstance you may 


giving them an opportunity of seeing re- 
duced into practice that which they have 
heard in theory. 


judge what wonderful exertions must have 


een required to restore animation, After 


the brandy and water was given her, she vo- 
Had your correspondent been as regular|mited, and was fast recovering. 


Before 


an attendant ‘on those lectures as he wishes| J. Baker, Esq., arrived, she, however, ap- 


to be thought, he would have heard the Pp 


Doctor, over and over, declare, that he 





eared much exhausted, probably occasioned 
y want of food, and continued to groan for 
thought the least part of his duty consisted|a Jong time. 


The medical attendant, in 


in lecturing, and that the bed side was the | order to restore her, proceeded to bleed her 
place where he could, with most pleasure to|in the arm, and afterwards in the neck, 


himself, and most advantage to the student, 





which methods of restoration, by the by, I 


inculeate that knowledge which is absolutely | do not find in the instructions of the Humane 
necessary for the practice of the obstetric | Society, nor has he had the eandour to men- 


ast, and there he would be always happy to| tion them in his statement. 


meet them. That those things have ogcur- 








1 should not 


have thought it wosth while to notice the 
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circumstance, but that J. Baker, Esq. has 
taken all the merit to himself, not having 
deigned even to bint that I was in any de- 
gree a party to her recovery, either in the 
way before mentioned, or by providing her 
with spirits, lodging, food, &c, for the night, 
without receiving any remuneration what- 
ever. 
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
J. CLaprerton. 
Tiger lun, New North Road. 

P.S. J. Baker, Esq., cailed the next 
morning to bleed the woman again, but see- 
ing she was so weak, he declined doing it, 
or he might egain have had to use “ the 
means recommended hy the Humane So- 
ciety, for an hour and a half,” or longer! 





PHENOMENA IN VACCINATION. 
By Joun Lerson, Esq., Surgeon. 


Some time back, I was called to attend 
upon a child labouring under variola, and to 
prevent the brother of this child from con- 
tracting the disease, | advised vaccination 
to be performed yoy Cow-pock 
matter being obtained from Dr. Walker, it 
was employed, and produced the desired 
effect. Un the eighth day after insertion, 
1 abstracted some matter for the purpose of 
communicating it to another child, and on 
the ninth day it sickened for variola. The 
cow-pock, which was on the eighth day a 
fine specimen of its kind, continued station- 
ary during the whole progress of the small- 
sey until both disappeared together. The 
ast child, it must be observed, had also a 
very fine cow-pock, and escaped small-p8x 
The first child labouring under variola, the 
second vaccinated as a protection from the 
first, the vaccination succeeding to all in- 
tents and purposes, and yet small-pox en- 
sued with such severity, that recovery was 
for some days doubtful ; the child, however, 
as well as in the first case, perfectly reco- 
vered. The last child that was vaccinated, 
had, as was stated, a fine pock, having 
escaped small-pox, although the system of 
the child from which the matter had been 
taken, must have been at the time impreg- 
nated with the virus of the variolous dis- 
ense. 

That cow-pock did not prevent small-pox, 
is exemplified in the first case that was vac- 
cinated ;—that in the same case cow-pock 
and small-pox went on together ; thus show- 
ing, that two pustular diseases of a different 
Dature may exist at the same time in the 
same system, ‘hat in the last case, it 
would appear, that one pustular disease only, 
may be gropagated from a system when two 
exist. 

31, Chiswell Street, June Sd, 1829, 





VACCINATION. —QUICKSILVER IN CONSTIPATION. 


SEVERE CONSTIPATION TEMPORARILY RE- 
LIEVED BY QUICKSILVER. e 
By Tuomas Lircuriecp, Esq., Surgeon, 
Twice \. 
A patient, etat. 36, a female, applied to 
me on the morning of the 16th of May, 
(Saturday,) complaining of pain at the um- 


| bilicus. Her pulse stood at 70; no particu- 


lar foulness of the tongue was perceptible ; 
she had passed a stocl the previous day. 

I prescribed five grains of calomel and 
two grains of opium, to be followed by a 
senna draught, expecting the bowels would 
be relieved and evacuated of their contents. 
{ heard in the evening that the purgatives 
had failed, and an ounce of the castor oil 
was therefore administered ; this also was 
unsuccessful, Finding the constipation next 
morning still unreleved, the croton oil, 
(two drops,) with fifteen grains of ext. colo- 
cynth, were given in three pills ; the bowels 
fomented, and gruel clysters with Epsom 
salts dissolved, employed. Constipation the 
same. Finding the methods pursued still 
unavailing, and the umbilicus painful, about 
fourteen ounces of blood were abstracted 
from the arm ; it presented no particular in- 
flammatory appearance. ‘Towards evening 
a physician was consulted, and having heard 
what means had been resorted to, he deter- 
mined on giving Read’s syringe a fair trial. 
[ had previously thrown up five or six 
quarts of water by means of a lerge *ppa- 
ratus, (I believe Weiss’s invention,) but 
without success. If the injection of water 
in quantity could have afforded aid, it must 
have followed, as no efforts were wanting 
on the part of the physician or myself; but 
after several trials, only a few hardened 
feces were removed. 1 should have tried 
the effects of quicksilver had the physician 
not arrived ; but, on mentioning it, he con- 
sidered it would be of too little use. Leeches 
were applied to the umbilicus, and a large 
blister was afterwards ‘placed over the ori- 
fices; the croton oil was again tried with 
opium, but rejected; afterwards two drops 
were put upon the tongue, and the same 
quantity introduced on a feather up the rec- 
tum, with an idea of stimulating the gut. 
Still unavailing; the vomiting was in- 
cessant, and the abdomen swelled ; indeed, 
the case, which, from the onset, I looked 
upon as one of ileus, became hopeless, and 
the physician discontinued his attendance. 
the syringe was occasionally used, and eve 
means which art could suggest were tried, 


but in vain. On the ninth day, all the symp- ‘ 


toms continuing unabated, though but little 
inflammatory appearance could be noticed, 
Mr. C., a medical practitioner, residing at 
f'wickenham, saw the case with me, and, 
from the appearance of the patient, he es- 
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TESTS FOR QUININE.—ERGOT OF RYE. 365 


pected speedy dissolution. I sugyested to! pected. The bladder was healthy, but the 
him a trial of the quicksilver, having once uterus slightly diseased, being thickened, 
found it of service, and, as a dernier ressort, | and apparently scirrhous. The rectum also, 
he agreed with me as to tle propriety of try-| I shouid state, was slightly strictured, but 
ing its efficacy. Halfa pound was accord- | presented noth’ng indicating the least cause 
ingly given at about half past ten, a.m.; and, for the difficulties which were met with. 
the stomach, as it did with every thing else! ‘I'he patient had for years been subject to 
that was oppressive, made desperate efforts! uterine irritation, and the rectum had fre- 
to throw it off, but the specific gravity of the | quently been in a state of severe prolapse.”’ 
silver overcame them. At four, p.m., we) | wish to ask the profession the following 
again saw the patient, when free evucuation | question: Provided the argentum vivum 
had taken place, large masses of the silver); had been exhibited earlier, might not the 
being perceptible in the stool. For some | patient have recovered ? 

hours after this, great prostration of strength, Twickenham, June 9, 1329. 

was experienced ; but, upon the gradual in- 
troduction of gentle stimulants, the stomach | 
became more quiet, and the patient ex-/ TESTS TOR THE SULPHATE OF QUININE. 
pressed much relief. The second, third, | 
and fourth day after this, she appeared im- , os 
proving; but, on the fifth, the stomach again | Ast.—The sulphate of quinine must be 
rejected aliment, and the pulse flagged sadly. | So!uble in rectified alcohol; if it contain 
Ou the sixth, (fifteen days from the date of sulphate of lime, soda, potash, magnesia, or 
the first complaint,) the case again became *"Y other substance insoluble by ateohol, 





By M. Avcusre Devomet. 


hopeless, and the patient lingered until the | 


following evening, when she expired. Im- 
mediately after the evacuation of the bowels 
by the silver, the stools were sufficient and 


regular, proving that the difficulty in so far | 


had been surmounted. There was no 
hernia. 


Examination of the Abdominal Viscera. 


From the circumstance of two persons, 


being in the room watching, in case | might) 


the adulteration will be easily detected. 
2nd.—It is soluble in acidulated water ; 
by tms solution, if there be any stearine 
margaric acid, or any other serous sub- 
stance, these substances will remain entire, 
j and will float on the surface. 
| 3rd.—It should give, by volatile alkali, a 
j white precipitate, rather flaky, which is 
| soluble in alcohol, and which, on being ex- 
| posed toa gentle heat, will consume with- 
‘out leaving the least residue. 
4th.— After having dissolved it in water, 


| 


remove any part, the head and thorax re-|t0 which has been added a few drops of 
mained unexamined ; but as she was com- jacid, itcan be decomposed by the means of 
pletely sensible until the last moment, and |@ little volaule alkali; it must be filtered 
the thoracic viscera did not appear affected, and evaporated to dryness, lf sugar has 
I do not think the omission was material, | been introduced, it will be ensily detected 
“The stomach was comeletely empty and by the taste, or by burning the residue, 
collapsed, presenting no marks of inflamma- | Which will produce the smell of burnt sugar. 
tion. No stricture of the pylorus. Duode-| London, May 18, 1829. 

num and colon, with its appendices, natural, 
showing no traces of intussusception, and | 
only slightly inflamed. The liver sound,| pxcor or nye IN ANORTION AND Ha&MOR- 
indeed, particularlyifirm and healthy, and the | eunddiies 

ll-bladder flaccid and nearly empty; nei- | : ; 

Seer did the pancreas or spleen offer more By Cuanres M. Tuo pson, Esq., M.R.C.S, 
than common appearances. The omentum | Westerham. 

was particularly small, and contracted where, Tne efficacy of the secale cornutum, in 
attached to the stomach, with little fat, certain cases of lingering parturition, is now 
looking darker than usual. The whole so fully proved by experience, that it seems 
course of the lower intestines was filled | useless to relate fresh instances of its power ; 


with liquid faces, the same in appearance as 
was evacuated after the silver had been 
given, evidently proving that the obstruc- 





but as little has hitherto been said of its 
effects in abortion, or in hemorrhage after 
delivery, | shall take the liberty of detailing 


tion had yielded. With the scalpel, the |two cases, which may, perhaps, appear use- 
whole mass was opened from the stomach to | ful to the profession :-— 

the rectum, and was carefully removed from) Case 1.—Mrs. R. was delivered, May 
its attachments, but no stricture presented | 22, after a natural labour, and for some days 
itself. The peritoneum was slightly in-|oppeared to be doing well. On the 4th of 
flamed, bat not more so than 1 have fre-| June, either from impradently moving about, 
quently seen it, when a little abdominal or from some other cause, she was seized 
irritation has existed, or has been even sus- | with hemorrhage, which increased to a 


366 
most alarming degree during the 5th and 


6th. At this time her countenance was 
blanched, pulse intermittent, voice inau- 
dible ; yet, in spite of all the usual astrin- 
es remedies, the hemorrhage continued. 

now resolved to try the secale cornutum, 
and directed an infusion of one drachm in six 
ounces of water, of which she was to take 
two large spoonsful every hour. Soon after 
the second dose, severe uterine pains came 
on, and, upon taking the third dose, the 
hemorrhage ceased ; she however took the 
remainder of the infusion, From this pe- 
riod she recovered. 

Case 2.—The subject was Mrs. H. 1 
had attended her about twelve months pre- 
vious, in a miscarriage ; the case was ex- 
tremely severe. She was three months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy, and the mother of a 
large family. ‘he hemorrhage accompany- 
ing the abortion was so violent as to place 
her life in the greatest jeopardy, until the 





HOOK SWALLOWED.—SIR H. DAVY. 


‘the passage, I fancied I could feel the point, 
| but too low down to be extracted by the 
;mouth. I then passed a omer and, with 
| some considerable force, removed it from its 
situation into the stomach, which, when 
done, the child appeared very much re- 
| lieved. I administered small doses of castor 
oil, with laudanum ; it slept well that night, 
and continued perfectly easy afterwards, 
On the Friday following it passed per auum, 
without either pain or difficulty, and the 
child is perfectly well at this moment. 
The body of the hook measured one inch 
and three quarters in length, and the hook 
| itself three quarters of an inch, 


April 30, 1829. 








SIR HUMPHREY DAVY. 
Tuts great chemist has been gathered to 


expulsion of the foetus, which was not ac-! his fathers, after a severe and procrastinated 
complished till the end of 43 hours. I pond illness, which, if not altogether, was, in 
called to her, on the present occasion, on | great measure, brought on by injuries occa- 


the morning of the 8th June, and found her) 
fainting from the loss of blood. I ascer-| 
tained, on inquiry, that the hemorrhage had | 
continued through the night, but the fetus, 


sioned to his constitution by scientific ex- 
periments. He died at Geneva on the 30th 
of last month, in which city he had arrived 
on the 29th, accompanied by Lady Davy, 


was not expelled. Calling to mind the seve-| and was then in a state of great suffering, 
rity of her former miscarriage, and finding though no immediate danger was appre- 
she had arrived at the same period of preg-|hended. The highest honours the city was 
nancy, I determined, instantly, to try the | capable of affording, were paid to his re- 
ergot, and an infusion of half a drachm in! mains; ‘the magistrates, officers, and all the 
four ounces of water was directed to be | scientific inhabitants having attended the 
taken in three doses, at intervals of half an | funeral, : 

hour, Atthe end of two hours 1 calledto| We believe Sir Humphrey Davy was a 
see the effect, and was delighted to find my | native of Penzance, and that he was born 
patient in high spirits at the result, and ex-| jp December, 1779, his age therefore was 





tolling (as the other patient had done) the 

wer of this ‘‘ wonderful medicine.” It 
appeared, that in five minutes after the first 
dose, pains came on, and in five minutes after 
the second, the fetus was expelled. From 
this time the hemorrhage ceased, and my 


patient is stronger at this moment than she | 


was at the end of three months after her 
former miscarriage. 

I shall make no comment on these cases ; 
those who have witnessed the dreadful havoc 
made on the constitution by uterine hemor- 
rhage will duly appreciate a medicine that 
has the power to check its violence. 

1%th June, 1829. 


‘under fifty years. His genius is said to 
| have been originally inclined to poetry, and 
he is well remembered in the neighbourhood 
of his birth-place as a verse writer, at a very 
early age. Though the subsequent events 
| of his life withdrew him from the tempte- 
tions which the art holds out to youthful 
aspirants, he always retained a strong taste 
| for literary pleasures; and when his con- 
, tinued illness retarded his scientific pur- 
| suits, he gave vent to it in various manner. 
His lately published ‘* Salmonia” was an 
; agreeable proof of his capabilities as a lite- 
rary writer. Sir Humphrey was originally 
bred to the medical profession, with a view 














to practising as a physician, and was aease 
. under the care of Mr., afterwards Dr. 
Se ee Borlase, of Penzance. His education with 
By Grorce Borromiey, £sq., M.R.CS., | that geutleman became of the most extensive 
Croydon. kind; but, in a short time, the science of 

I was sent for, on Monday the 13th inst.,| chemistry engaged the whole of his atten- 
to visit a child sixteen months old, that had | tion, and the result ofa correspondence with 
a tenter hook in its throat. When | arrived,| Dr. Beddoes on some of the properties of 
the blood was coming from its mouth, and it| sea-weed, and a friendship which - formed 
appeared to be in a dying state, and in most | with Mr. Davies Gilbert, decided the nature 
dreadful agony, In passing my finger down | of his future career. Mr. Davy resided for 





A CHILD. 





int, 
the 


ith 
its 
en 
re- 
tor 
ht, 
ds. 
m, 


ch 
ok 


cm) 2S BP Oas ew 


ee i Se ee ee 


r 


of 


JOHN LOCKE.—INSANITY. 36? 


a considerable period with Dr. Beddoes at 
Bristol, and he there performed the great 
majority of the experiments which were 
afterwards published in his “‘ Chemical and 
Philosophical Researches,” though not more 
than twenty-one years of age at the time. 
This work obtained for Mr. Davy a very high 
reputation, and led to his introduction to 
Count Rumford, and his appointment as 
professor of chemistry in the Royal Iustitu- 
tion. His course to the highest rank as a 
chemical philosopher was, alter this, rapid 
and brilliant ; and if he was previously aided 
by as few of the advantages of fortune as any 
man living, he had now at his disposal 
whatever his industry and talents chose to 
command. The splendid results of his la- 
bours are well known ; it is very possible, 
however, that he may have left behind him 
much not yet made public, for which science 
will be indebted to him. 

His works, papers, and lectures, were 
humerous. The ‘ Transactions of the Royal 
Society” contain the greatest portion of them. 
The last which engaged his attention to any 
extent, was that containing the experiments 
on the application of electrical combina- 
tions, for the purpose of preserving the 
copper sheathing of ships’ bottoms. To 
this subject Sir Humphrey gave much of his 
time, and personally inspected all the boats 
and vessels on which the trials were made. 
Although the theory upon which they 
were conducted proved eminently correct, 
ho advantage could be ultimately taken of 
the plans which it suggested. The saving 
of the copper was wholly counterbalanced 
by an accumulation of shell-fish and sea- 
weed on the sheathing, which became suffi- 
cient, in a short time, to prevent the proper 
command of the ship at the helm. It is a 
curious circumstance, that the earliest and 
latest experiments of the life of this great 
man were connected with the same fluid— 
sea-water. 





THE CELEBRATED LOCKE AS A PHYSICIAN. 


Ar the conversazione held in the College 
of Physicians on Monday, June 1st, those 
amongst this ‘‘ learned body’’ who were 
ignorant of the fact, had an opportunity of 
hearing it confirmed beyond all doubt, that 
the great John Locke belonged to the pro- 
fession, Lord King (who was present) hav- 
ing put into the hands of Dr. Clarke, of 
Saville Row, an old French almanac, for- 
merly the property of Locke, in which there 
were blank pages interleaved, containing 
notes and memoranda, settling all question 
on the subject, The notes particularly re- 
ferred to on the present occasion, contained 





thumberland, the a the English am- 
bassador at Paris, in mber, 1677, who 
was suffering from pain and throbbing of 
the face and lower jaw, in all respects re- 
sembling tic douloureux. Our philosopher 
describes the malady with great accuracy 
and minuteness, ponders on its cause, and 
the best mode of treating it, and decides on 
an external opiate, which afforded relief, 
There is nothing, however, in the treatment 
and reflections characteristic of any great 

rofessional experience. Lf the disorder had 

en constipation of the bowels instead of 
affection of the nerves of the teeth, the 
noble patient would have found herself in 
the hands of rather too timid a physician ; 
for although he appears fully convinced of 
the advantage which would accrue from the 
administration of a little opening medicine, 
he decides upon not having recourse to it, 
because the weather is wintry, and he 
fears that going to stool might give the 
countess cold. Paris was never very famous 
for its domestic comforts, but if these were 
of such a nature as to occasion risk to a pa- 
tient of wealth and rank, confined at home 
as a delicate invalid, its conveniences in the 
seventeenth century could not have been 
much advanced beyond those of our own 
country in the reign of the eighth Harry, 
when, having no fires in the houses but for 
cooking, people of no little note were 
obliged to take ‘‘a good run for half an 
hour, to get heat in their feet before they 
went to bed at night.” The whole treat- 
ment, indeed, of Locke was of the doubtful 
gender, and he concluded by extracting, or 
having extracted, a tooth, which proved to 
be perfectly sound, and the removal of 
which rather increased than abated the 
complaint. However, in a fortnight from 
his first attendance, having ventured to 
purge ‘‘ my lady ambassadrice ” with mer- 
curial medicines to the extent of “ seven 
or eight workings,” she got well, and the 
doctor's visits were discontinued. 


———s 
TEST OF INSANITY. 


After the above communication had been 
made, Sir Henry Halford addressed the 
gentlemen present in a paper which he had 
drawn up on the subject of a test for insa- 
nity in certain cases in which that malady is 
suspected, and in which there is an evident 
impossibility on the part of the patient to 
recollect statements which he bad previous- 
ly made; so that on one occasion an insane 
person might be heard to speak sensibly on 
any point, in a certain train of phraseology, 
who on another could not repeat the same 





his reflections and treatment on occasion of 
his being sent for by the Countess of Nor- 








senti in any form. The following 
——- occurs in the closet scene in Ham- 
let, in which the great poet of Nature has 





368 
delineated in a masterly manner this point 
ia the moral history of insanity :— 


** Ecstasy ! 
My pulse, as yours, doth temperately keep 
time, 


And makes as healthful music; "tis not 


madness 
That I have uttered ; bring me to the test, 


DROPSY.—CONCEPTIONS.—MONSTER.—PRIZES. 


jary, April, November, September. These 
reier the conceptions to the months of May, 
| June, April, oy February, and March, 
‘He regards the same agent which produces 
marsh miasm, as amougst the greatest ob- 
stacles connected with climate (and there- 
| fore, indeed, with season) to fertility. In the 
year 1817, oue of great scarcity of provisions 
in the eastern part of France, a diminution 


a Ser Ot vawed ahh of the number of conceptions by one half of 

Would gambol from.” Pagueey number, was a very marked 

The President stated, he had attended | . 
cases in which opportunities had occurred, | LIVING CHILD WITH TWO HEADS. 
of trying how far the patient had the power! Ay the Academy of Sciences at Paris, on 
of ** re-wording” the matter of his speech. the 25th of May, M. St. Hilaire exhibited a 
In one of these, which was of recent occur- drawing of a female child, which was living 
rence, but for his application of the test, the at Turin at the commencement of last 
heir at law to the patient would have been Merch, and was then ten weeks old. The 
deprived of a comfortable succession, and | }ower extremities only, of the monster, are 
the attending solicitor, without intentional common to the two; the upper part is 
connivance, have been benefited in his separated, and presents the proper con- 
stead. The deranged man did “ gambol | formation. The priest who performed the 
from the matter,” and the will to which the | christening, seeing in this being two sepa- 
test referred was not allowed to be executed. | pate individuals, baptized each of them ; 
The President illustrated his position by one was called Ritta, the other Christina, 
many elegant and erudite quotations from {hey (or it) were born at Sassari in Sar- 
various authors, and highly entertained his ginia, at the beginning of March, 1829. 
audience, Their common height is that of a full-sized 
infant. Ritta appears in iil health. The 
father intends to take them to Milao, and 
from thence to Geneva. 





IODINE IN DROPSY. 


Mr. W. Braprrecv, London Wall, has | 


FRENCH PRIZES, 

favoured us with the particulars of acase of} Tren has been a degree of indolence or 
dropsy, from which it appears, that after the carelessness evinced on the subject of prizes 
— had been repeatedly tapped, and her) |stely awarded by the French Academy for 
egs scarified, without any permanent bene- | scientific papers, for which it is difficult to 
ficial result, he was induced, from reading Dr.| account. For the prize in physics, awarded 
Gardiner’s treatise on iodine, to try the ef-|on June 1, there was but one competitor, 
fects of that medicine. He gave the patient) Dr. Savatrei. Of this aspirant, M.G. Cus 
(Mercy Millham) eight drops of the tinc-! vier stated that his paper was unworthy of 
ture, in a glass of cold water, three times aj the prize, but that by way of encourage- 
day, and at the same time directed a lini-/ ment, a sum of 2000 francs should be 
ment, which consisted of half an ounce of | awarded tohim. A prize of 3000 francs was, 
the tincture of iodine, with three ounces) at the same time, decreed to M. Dubue, a 
anda half of the compound soap liniment, | druggist at Rouen, for having first made 
to be rubbed two or three times daily over! pubhe an improvement, which renders the 
the integuments of the legs. ‘“ In two! art of weaving less insalubrious. M. Fobert 
months,” says Mr. Bradfield, *‘ I was happy | received the prize of statistics for his work 
to find that my patient was able to resume | on insanity, suicide, and sudden death. Of 
her domestic employments. Her abdomen | a memoir by M. Villot, sen., on the measure 


and legs are restored to their natural size ; 
and she can walk upwards of a mile without 
exhaustion.” 


of the duration of human generations, 
| Lonourable mention was also made. For 
| another prize, (Albambret’s,) no candidate 
| whatever appeared. At a previous sitting of 


_ CONCEPTIONS, | the Academy, a memoir was read by M, 

Ix a memoir on the influence of the sea-| Dulong, on the specific heat of elastic 
sons, climates, periods of labour and repose, | fluids, in which this eminent philosopher 
abundance or scarcity of provisious, and | laid down the simple general law, that a/l 
social habits, on the number of conceptions’ elastic fluids, at the same temperature and 
in women, M., Villerme states as one of his! pressure, on being compressed or dilated by 
conclusions, that the six months of the year | the same fraction of their volume, disengage 
in which there are most births, occur in the or absorb the same absolute quantity of 
following order:—February, March, Jauu-! heat. 
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NON-MEDICAL CORONERS.—MR, VAN BUTCHELL. 369 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, June 20, 1829. 


a 


Now-mgptcat coronera are becoming 
persons of great notoriety ; apd the singular 
ability and shrewdness with which they exe- 
cute the duties of their office, were never 
more happily displayed, than on two re- 
cent inquests, one on the body of Mr. Van 
Borcusxv’s patient, the other on the body 
of the child who had been treated at the 
Kent Dispensary. As the circumstances 
connected with the latter inquest are still 
under discussion in the newspapers, we 
shall abstain from further notice of it at pre- 
sent, being desirous of grounding our re- 
marks upon a faithful record of facts. 

The trial of Mr. Eowarnv Martin Van 
Burcuery on the charge of manslaughter, 
which grew out of the former inquest, took 
place on Wednesday last at the Old Bailey, 
and, as we anticipated, ended in the honour- 
able acquittal of the defendant. We stated 
on a former occasion our decided opinion, 
that wo evipENce could be adduced to jus- 
tify a verdict of manslaughter,—end such 
proved to be the fact ; for, after the exami- 
nation of only two witnesses on the part of 
the prosecution, the learned Judge (Baron 
Huctock) stayed the proceedings with the 
observation, that there was no case ; and 
subsequently his Lordship remarked, that 
“ he was not aware of any principle in law, 
which would sanction such a prosecution.” 
* If,” said his Lordship, ‘‘ a patient suffer 
at the hands of a licensed practitioner, a re- 
medy is provided by the surgeon being 
amenable to an action at civil law ; so, like- 
wise, with respect to an unlicensed practi- 
tioner, who is further amenable to certain 
penalties for practising without a license ; 
but under no circumstances, except we could 
suppose malice, and that the practitioner 
wilfully destroyed his patient, could a charge 
of felony be sustained.”” We venture to 

No, 303, 


say, that there is not asingle member of the 
profession who has not heard with astonish- 
ment of the institution of criminal proceed- 
ings agaiust Mr. Van Burenert. The 
thing was so monstrous—so unjust, that 
a feeling of indignation respecting it per- 
vaded the public mind. Salus populi, su- 
prema lex, is a hacknied, but worthy 
adage: it is the duty of government to pro- 
vide proper securities for the qualifications 
of those, to whose care the lives and health 
of the public are committed; and, pro- 
vided every facility be afforded for the 
cultivation of the requisite knowledge, it 
must be admitted, that there is no injustice 
in requiring reparation for mischief clearly 
resulting from ignorance or rashness, In 
the unreduced shoulder case of Mr. Perri- 
Grew, it will be remembered, that damages 
were awarded to the extent of seven hun- 
dred pounds; and surely if so much was 
given for the loss of a limb, the execu- 
tors of a patient, in case of death, would be 
enabled to maintain an action, for whatever 
loss had been sustained, owing to the de- 
struction of life, through the ignorance or 
daring of an unskilful operator, whether li- 
censed or unlicensed. It appears to us, that 
ifa verdict of manslaughter be maintainable 
against a coachman, who, from mere care- 
lessness, knocks down and drives the wheels 
of his carriage over a man on the highway, 
that a verdict of manslaughter will also lie 
against a surgeon, who from carelessness, 
wantonness, or ignorance, destroys a per- 
son whom he had been employed to 
cure ; if the law be the reverse of this, we 
are persuaded, that it would be better 
at once to close our hospitals, than to 
keep them open. But, in order that the 
public may be enabled to discriminate 
between skilful and unskilful operators ; 
between the scientific and the unscien- 
tific treatment of disease, it is necessary 
that, in every instance, the coroner should 
have been educated to the medical pro- 





fession ; in fact, that all individuals hold- 
2B 
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ing the office of coroner, should possess a 
thorough knowledge not only of medical 
science, but of the anatomy and physiology 
of the human body. Had the coroner, who 
presided at the Inquest held upon the body 
of Mr. Vaw Burcuecu’s patient, been a 
medical practitioner, we are persuaded that 
no such verdict as that of manslaughter 
would have been returned, But cases of 
this description are multiplying so fast, that 
the subject must force its attention upon 
the Legislature ; and as we are not aware 
that it is likely to interfere with the 
boroughmongering interest of either fac- 
tion, in all probability in the course of the 
next session a new enactment, relative to 
the appointment of coroners, will be issued 
by the Legislature. 

The case of Mr, Van Burcnett, the 
learned Judge remarked, was unprecedented. 
Had the friends of the deceased thought 
proper to pursue the course which was open 
to them by law, namely, that of a civil 
action, there would have been less appear- 
ance of vindictiveness, than in the attempt 
to drag a man on such a charge to the 
bar of justice as afelon. Mr. Van Butcuery 
would have utterly disproved the impu- 
tation of ignorance or erroneous prac- 
tice; for, it is evident that the case did 
not merely fail in a legal point of view, 
but that there was not even the shadow 
of a charge against the defendant. A 
more idle, unsubstantial, and unfounded 
accusation, was never brought into a court 
of justice. The patient did not, after the 
use of the bougie, complain of violent un- 


remitting pain; on the contrary, he felt) 
more easy after the instrument had been) 


passed. At the post-mortem examination of 
the body, which exhibited signs of intense in- 
flammation, there was not, according to the 
admission of Mr. Lloyd himself, any fecal 
extravasation, With respect to the precise 
appearance of the opening in the rectum, 
no evidence was given, Mr. Lroyp simply 
stating his belief, that rupture had been 
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effected by a blunt instrument; and the 
counsel for the defendant endeavoured, on 
cross-examination, to show, that as the in- 
testines had suffered much from inflam- 
mation, and especially as the small intes- 
tines were adherent to the rectum, lacera- 
tion of the latter part had probably taken 
place in the attempt to separate the adhe- 
sions. In forming an opinion, it would be 
highly important to know, not only the 
exact appearance of the opening, but like- 
wise the state of the surrounding parts. 
The aperture, most likely, was the result of 
ulceration, an occurrence not at all uncom- 
mon in stricture of the rectum, The evi- 
dence, on the inquest alone, was decisive, in 
our opinion, that the bougie did mot pass 
through the gut; for what said the deceased’s 
relative, ‘‘ He (the deceased) told me, 
that the operator gave him excruciating 
pain while he was passing the instrument, 
but thet as soon as it was got through he 
felt more easy.” Now, had the instrument 
passed through the gut and torn its way into 
a false passage, the pain would have in- 
creased at every additional step, and would 
have been excruciating indeed ; but the de- 
ceased had expressly stated to his relative, 
that he was more easy as soon as Mr, Van 
Butcuect had succeeded in passing the in- 
strument. This point would have been con- 
clusive with a medical coroner, and ought 
to have been so with Mr. Lroyp. The im- 
strument used by Mr. Van Burcmext was 
as blunt as the extremity of the finger; it 
was not more than five or six inches in 
length, and was slightly curved. Now, in 
the very curious evidence of Mr. Lioyp, 
there.is no mention of the existence of a 
stricture. Did Mr. Van Burenect, then, 
cure the stricture? If so, we may fairly 
presume that the instrument passed through 
the strictured part, and not into a false 
passage. But was there no stricture at all, 
which, by some parties, seems to have been 
insinuated? In that case, such an instru- 
ment as the one used by Mr. Vaw Bur- 





MR. WICKHAM’S CASE OF LITHOTOMY. 


cwett could not have been passed through 
the gut i the situation in which the open- 
ing was found ; and we defy Mr. Luovp to 
pass an instrument in that situation, 
even through the rectam of a dead body. 
If the bougie passed through the gut, it must 
have gone somewhere beyond. But Mr. 
Lrovp found no sinus or abscess leading 
from, oF to, the opening in the gut. 

Mr. Lioyn's treatment appears to have 
been as Curious as his evidence ; foralthough 
there much tenderness of the abdomen, 
with t uneasiness and disposition to 

§, blood was not abstracted from the 
system generally until the third day, the 
patient having died on the seventh day. Mr. 
LioyBassigns as a reason for not bleeding 
the patient, the low state of the pulse. 
Need We tell Mr. Lioyrp, that blood-letting, 
in peritoneal inflammation, will raise the 
pulse? 

Great, however, as are our objections to 
Mr. Ltovpn’s account of his treatment, and 
the evidence that he gave on the trial, they 
are still stronger against his having instituted 
the post-mortem examination without the 
presence of Mr. Van Burcnett, or of 
some friend on his behalf. It was indeli- 
cate, unprofessional, and unjust. If Mr. 
Luovp regarded it as beneath his dignity, to 
meet a gentleman who is not a member of 
the College, surely he might have given 
that person an opportunity of requestiog a 
member of the College to attend for him. 
Does Mr. Lioxp object to Mr, Van 
Borcnert, because the latter advertises ? 
Has not Mr. Luoyp himself advertised ? 
Does he forget his two or three columns of 
certificates without dates? Are there not 
several members of the College, who, for 
years, have been advertising quacks? If 
there must be puff, give us ever the puff 
** direct.” Although Mr. Vaw Burcaett 
is nota member of the College, there are 
few men in the profession who would prefer 
the assistance of Mr. Lroyp in diseases 
of the rectum. Mr. Vaw Burcmett has had 
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many years’ experience in these complaints, 
and we know that in namberless cases of 
great difficulty, he has been pre-eminently 
successful, and patients are occasionally 
sent to him by some of the first men in the 
profession. The last verdict is no victory, 
and the proceedings before the coroner, 
were at once stupid and infamous. 





Tue article, by Dr. Blundell, on the Sur- 
gery of the Abdomen, printed at page 353 
of the present Number, is a portion of the 
papers read before the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society in the years 1819 and 1823, and 
which were alluded to by Dr. Blundell, in 
his communication to this Journal,* on the 
Extirpation of the Uterus. The paper has 
recently been published, by permission of 
Dr. Blundell, by Mr. Ashwell, at the end of 
his excellent practical work on Parturition. 
The remainder of the article will be in- 
serted next week. 


A Corresponvent, who styles himself 
““ A Winchester Surgeon,” reminds us of 
having, in our 287th Number, promised to 
insert a report of an operation of lithotomy, 
published by Mr. J. W. Wicknam, jun. 
We thank our friend for his remembrancer ; 
for, in truth, we had forgotten both the 
little operator, and his curious performance. 
The following is a verbatim copy of Mr. 
Wicxsam’s report as printed in the Yettow 
Funovus, and, from certain peculiarities, it 
well merits an attentive perusal. 


CASE OF LITHOTOMY, WITH UNUSUAL DIF- 
FICULTY IN THE OPERATION, AT THE 
WINCHESTER HOSPITAL. 

By Mr. W. J. Wiexuam, Jun. 
Geonce Lock, etat. four years, was ad-~ 
mitted with calculus in the bladder into the 

Winchester County Hospital, November 12, 

1828. ‘The symptoms of stone had com- 

menced when he was about fourteen months 

old ; his health was otherwise good, but he 
was sumewhat emaciated from continued 


and very great suffering. 


* Vol. 11. 1897-8. 
2Be 
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|appearance, its size, its being lined with 


Nov. 25.—Operation—The process of 
ov. 25.— Operation e pr ‘calculous matter, and the opening into it 











sounding being duly accomplished, and the 
existence of a stone having been distinctly | 
ascertained, the operation proceeded as) 
follows: by one plunge of the knife the 
first incision was effected, and the urethra 
opened near the prostate gland ; the beak | 

the gorget was at once lodged in the 
groove of the staff, and passed onwards into 
the bladder. The arrival of the gorget in 
the bladder was not announced by a gush 
of urine, as it had been voided entirely on 
the introduction of the staff, I now passe 
my finger at once into the wound, and felt 
the stone at the fore and upper part of the 
bladder, towards the pubes. I then intro- 
duced the forceps, and felt the stone in the 
situation I had found it with my finger ; 
but it was not bared, a substance evidently 
intervening between the forceps and the 
stone. I withdrew the forceps, and again 
passed my finger, but did not feel the stone 
exposed. At the moment I conceived that 
the forceps, and my finger, on its second in- 


troduction, had found their way between the | P' 


bladder and the rectum. I next introduced 
the staff, and d my finger along it into 
the bladder, by which I was immediately 
conducted to the stone, but I thought the 
opening hed not been made sufficiently 
large by the gorget, therefore dilated it by 
a very slight effort with my finger. The 
stone being gee | exposed, | passed in 
the forceps again, and took away the calcu- 
lus without any difficulty. The time occu- 
et by the operation was eight minutes. 
he boy bore it well. 

No untoward symptom occurred afterwards 
until about the eighth day, when the water 
returned to its accustomed course, which 
was attended by severe pain, the boy 
screaming very loudly at each effort to make 
water. This continued till the fourteenth 
day, the wound having appeared foul, and 
the surrounding parts inflamed, for two or 
three days previously, when a substance 
came away from the wound having the 
following appearance :— 

It is a cyst, apparently of the same struc- 
ture as the bladder; its size is sufficient to 
contain the calculus, which weighed two 
drachms ; the opening into it is just large 
enough to admit of its exit, and its whole 
internal surface is lined with calculous 
matter, in fact, studded with large pieces 
of calculi. 

Since the coming away of the cyst, the 
wound has continued to improve in appear- 
ance daily, and is now (December 27th) 
nearly healed. The water passes in its 
natural channel. 

Reflections.—I have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing the substance voided by the 
wound to be a cyst, in which the stone was 





contained previous to the operation, Its 


being ragged, and just large enough to 
admit of the stone passing out of it, are cit- 
cumstances decisive of its nature. 

By every examination the stone was 
found to be in the same situation; and by 
several surgeons in the country, previous to 
his admission, it had been pronounced that 
no stone existed. 

The existence of the stone in the cyst, by 
which it was almost wholly covered, pro- 


d | duced the embarrassment in the operation. 


It is evident that the gorget opened the 
bladder sufficiently, or the stone could not 
have been taken out. It is also clear that 
the forceps and finger were rea 
into the bladder, and not, as feared, behind it ; 
but that they overreached the only part of 
the stone which was exposed to the cavity 
of the bladder. 

The difficulty in this case was much in- 
creased by the youth of the child, and con- 

quently the i plete development of 
arts, by which one part could hardly be 
distinguished from another, ‘The urine also 
escaped before the introduction of the gor- 
get, which rendered its entrance into the 
bladder doubtful. 

1 am anxious to bring this case into notice, 
because I believe the occurrence to be un- 
common, having never met with, or heard of 
a similar case. But I am desirous of bring- 
ing it forward at this particular time, be- 
cause the public seem unwilling to believe 
that there are difficulties in the operation 
for the stone ; because it is supposed that 
this operation (concerning which more has 
in every age been written, and, as to the 
mode of performing it, more differences of 
opinion have existed than in any other 
operation in surgery) has now all at once 
lost all its terrors, both to the patient and 
operator. In fact, it is considered that no 
patient need, under any circumstances, be 
lost from it, and that no operator should 
exceed a few minutes by his pupil’s watch. 

The unfortunate case of Mr. Bransby 
Cooper, which has, of late, appeared before 
the public, and bas been stigmatised in 
such disgusting, unmerited, and libellous 
terms, demands that all should be done to 
recover it from the imputations cast upon it, 
not only for the vindication of the operator, 
whose character stands on the first autho- 
rity of this country, but for the benefit of 
all men who are engaged in situations 
which oblige them te operate before nume- 
rous spectators. 

The above case was one which fortunately 
was not protracted; but the same circum. 
stances might have led to its further delay, 
and even its non-completion, And aguin, 
had not the cyst come away, the difficulties 
would have remained unexplained, and been 
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attributed to unskilfulness and want of dex- 
terity, as imputed to Mr. B. Cooper. 


This is a confused mass of impudence and 
nonsense, and requires but a few words in 
the way of comment, It would appear that 
the operator published his report for the 
purpose of vindicating the operation of Mr. 
B. Cooper, or, in the words of the author, 
“the unfortunate case of Mr. B. Cooper, 
which has, of late, appeared before the pub- 
lic, and has been stigmatised in such dis- 
gusting, unmerited, and libellous terms.” 
How an operation, performed by Master 
Wicxuam of Winchester, can be a justifica- 
tion, or an apology, for an operation perpe- 
trated in the blood-stained theatre of Guy’s 
Hospital, is a riddle which we must leave 
this curious little Bar to solve; we lay 
claim to no such pretension. But the 
course of his analysis seems to run thus :— 
«* Had not the cyst come away, the difficulty 
would have remained unexplained, and have 
been attributed to unskilfulness and want of 
dexterity as imputed to Mr. B. Cooper.” 
Imputed to Mr. B. Cooper? Pray hold thy 
tongue, man. We have in you a champion 
right worthy of the cause. ‘‘ Had not the 
cyst come away, the difficulties would have 
remained unexplained ”’—not if the boy had 
died, Master Vickbam, as was the fate 
of poor Srernen Portarp ;—not if the 
boy had died, Master Vickham, and his 
body had been examined, and there had been 
found a clean cut into the prostate, a dirty 
cut into the bladder, another cut behind the 
meatus, and a tongue-shaped body forming 
a flap, which, at first, was mistaken fora 
third lobe of the prostate, a passage at the 
side of the bladder, and ecchymosis in the 
left iliac region! ‘The difficulties in that 
case would not have remained unexplained, 
although there had been no cyst, Master 
Vickuam. This very sagacious critic has 
entirely forgotten that it was sworn on the 
trial of Cooper 0, Wakley, by the plaintiff's 
own witnesses, that they could not discover, 
from an examination of the preparation, any 
reason why the operation should have been 
protracted. There was no cyst—there was 
only a FLap, Master Vickham—only a flap, 
which the operator himself has told us in his 
own report, published since the trial, was 
formed by his own gentle and scientific in- 
cisions, Had Srsrugn Pouarp lived, the 
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difficulties might have remained unexplained. 
But as the operator furnished the means for 
examining the parts, the difficulties have 
been referred to his head and hand, and not 
to the patient’s perineum. We crave your 
pardon, Master Wckham, having almost 
forgotten the explanation of Sir Asriey 
Coorrr. ‘ The man had made water just 
before the operation—the bladder had con- 
tracted into folds, the stone was retained 
between these folds,” and when the bladder 
became relaxed, Nevey was enabled to lay 
hold of the stone and extract it. And as Sir 
Astiey swore that he had never even 
heard of the operation en deux tems, 
therefore Nevey was justified in the eyes of 
Nuwxey, in continuing his laudable, ener- 
getic, and soothing exertions, with knives, 
forceps, and gorgets, for the space of one 
hour. Had there been a cyst, he might, we 
suppose, in the opinion of Sir Astiey, with 
equal propriety, have continued his labours 
up to the present moment; for, said the 
worthy Baronet, “ it is the surgeon's duty 
to persist as long as he can feel the stone.* 
The very trifling and almost indiscernible 
distinctions in the cases of Mr. B. Cooper 
and Mr. J. Wicknam, according to the ope- 
tors themselves, are merely these : in that 
of the former, the operation lasted nearly an 
hour, the patient died at the end of twenty- 
nine hours ; and there were found, from the 
exploring spirit of the operator, and the search- 
ing nature of his instruments, many curious 
post-mortem appearances, but no cyst or 
other malformation could be discovered to 
account for the delay. In that of the latter, 





* By the way, Sir Astley stated, on the 
trial, that he had performed the opera- 
tion of lithotomy on two celebrated lawyers, 
the Master of the Rolls, and the late Mr. 
Sergeant Lens; and, in a tone of exulta- 
tion, and with a smile of wonderful se!f-com- 
placency, he said, that although one opera- 
tion lasted only two minutes, and the other 
half an hour, he really could not say which 
operation was performed best. ‘That learned 
and excellent judge, the Master of the 
Rolls, has recently been compelled to sub- 
mit to the operation a second time, But 
mark, gentle reader, Sir Astley Cooper was 
not the operator on the last occasion. Did 
the learned judge believe that it was not 
safe to commit his body to the hands of a 
surgeon who had sworn, on the 13th of 
December, 1828, that he had never even 
heard of the operation en deux tems? 












































S74 





MR. YOUATT ON HYDROPHOBIA. 





it lasted eight minutes; on the fourteenth {completely exposed, he “ passed in the 


day a cyst, studded with calculous matter, | forceps again, and took away 


the calculus 


about the size of the stone, was discharged } without any difficulty.” You are not alone, 


pon bh , Master Vickbam, in thinking 





from the wound, and the boy was restored 


to health. Such are the facts as communi-| that the forceps and finger had passed be- 


cated by the operators themselves, and these 
cases, in the eye of a Bar, forma complete 
rarnatcet! But, Master Wickham, leaving 


tween the bladder and rectum, The staff 
is a blind guide, but im such cases as these 
it can lead the blind, and with much cer- 


the similitude quite out of the question, we| tainty. The stone was in a cyst at the 
are not altogether satisfied with this affair of | ‘‘ fore and upper part of the bladder.” Thus 


** the cyst,” and still less so with the details 
of your performance. 


situated, how could the dilatation of the 
After the introduc- | wound with the finger, ot with the gorget, 


tion of the gorget, you say that you felt | completely expose it, Mr. Apologist? As the 


the stone ‘‘ at the fore and upper part of 
the bladder, towards the pubes.” This was 
a curious situation to find it in, to be sure; 
but, nevertheless, you say you felt it there. 
The forceps were now passed, but on this 
occasion the stone ‘‘ was not bared, a sub- 
stance evidently intervening between the 
forceps and the stone.’” Whence came this 
substance? You felt the stone at first, but, 
on the second attempt, a sudstance inter- 
vened between the stone and the forceps. 
The instrament was now withdrawn, but 
you could not feel the stone ¢. — 
** At the moment,” says he, “I conceived 
that the forceps and my finger, on its second 
introduction, found their way between the 


opening in the cyst at the fore and upper 
part of the bladder, was too small to admit 
of the escape of the stone, therefore our in- 
genious operator, after having been con- 
ducted to it by the staff, dilated the wound 
first made by the gorget, and thus for ever 
has he thrown into the shade the ingenuity 
of the Irishman, who constructed for his sow 
and little pig, a great and a little door. 


It is unnecessary to say more, We can- 


not, however, close this hasty notice, with- 
out expressing our anxious desire to see 
Mr. Wicxnam’s strange cyst, ‘‘ apparently 
of the same structure as the bladder, 
we trust that he will take an early opportu- 
nity of forwarding it to London, in order 


” 


and 


bladder and the rectum.” And in thisshrewd | that it may be safely deposited in one of our 


conception, we take it, that Master Vick- 
ham is not singuler; “ I next introduced 
the staff, and passed my finger along it into 
the bladder, by which I was immediately 
conducted to the stone.” O, dear, you were 


museums, where, on many future occasions, 
it may serve as a model to other Bars, in 
framing excuses for their ‘‘ cases of litho- 
tomy, attended with unusual difficulty.” 





conducted to the stone by the staff. Why, 
little man, as the stone was in a bag, care- 
fully lodged in a cyst, and as you had before 
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repeatedly felt it with your finger, bared and Considered by W. Youart, Rag, Lecturer 


not bared, why did you require the staff to 
conduct you to it, eh? Why the staff, 


on Animal Medicine. 
I reap with painful interest, in the last 


Master Vickham? However, having been : 
Namber of Tue Lancer, Mr. Brady’s ver 
conducted to the stone by the staff, you say, candid account of a case of hydrophobia 


** but I thought the opening had not been’ which occurred in his tice. 


made sufficiently large by the gorget, there- | authorised to impute, 
blame to that gentleman ; but it is too plain 


that the patient was lost through his own 


fore I dilated it.” Indeed !—Our little critic, 





I am not 
do not impute, any 


apologist, and operator, had felt the stone : ; 
‘ ‘ p obstinacy, and the ignorance both of the 
with his Sager on several occasions, and | patient and the medical attendant respect- 


the external opening was sufficiently capa- | ing 
cious ; he then entertained no doubt on the | in the dog. During the li 


the characteristic symptoms of rabies 
of the animal, 


subject; but having been conducted to the | and after careful examination of him when 
stone by the staf/—then, and not till then, dead, neither the dog-deeler nor the sur- 
did he think that the opening bad not been | 8°" suspected the true nature of the ma- 


made sufficiently large by the gorget; 


t is to be lamented, that the majority 


therefore he dilated it, and the stone being | of surgeons should be so perfectly unaware 
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is of this fatal disease in 
the animal from whence. it principally 
originates ; although this is not much to 
be wondered at, when it is considered 
that many veterinary surgeons know little 
more about the matter, and this arising 
from no fault in either, but from the inef- 
ficient and unjustifiable system pursued at 
the Veterinary College, where the instruc- 
tion of the pupil is confined to the horse 
alone, although in after life every domesti- 
cated animal will occasionally be submitted 
to his care. 

Few surgeons can possibly have the op- 
portunity of studying the characteristics 
of rabies in the dog. They must depend 
on those whom they Le to be better 
acquainted with the habits and diseases of 
this animal, and therefore it was that Mr. 
Brady sacrificed his own excellent judgment 
to the prejudices and blunders of an illite- 
rate dog-merchant. 

Were it, however, once known, that at 
our national veterinary school, the nature, 
symptoms and treatment of the diseases 
of every domestic quadruped were suf- 
ficiently taught, the surgeon would, in 
these distressing cases, eagerly claim, and 
most highly appreciate, the assistance of 
the veterinarian. I call, therefore, on those 
who feel their ignorance on this intensely 
interesting point, involving their reputation 
and the lives of their patients, and particu- 
larly I call on those who, possessing the 
feelings of men, deeply lament the conse- 
quences of their unavoidable errors, to co- 
operate with the united body of veterinary 
surgeons, and to render the veterinary 
school that which its founders intended that 
it should be, which in every other country 
it is, and which the agricultural interests of 
the kingdom, and the preservation of human 
life, demand, 

Mr. Brady tells us, that the dog ‘‘ was 


of the real di 


labouring under pain and uneasiness from 
frequent efforts to void faces ; this it shortly 


did, and immediately devoured them.” I[ 
will not say that Mr. Brady should have 
known, but | will venture to state, that con- 
stipation, and that to a very considerable 
de , and constipation which no medicine 
wih saneate, isa pong and early symp- 
tom of rabies ; and when, after a while, the 
bowels are spontaneously evacuated, the 
feces have not that firm consistence which 
the previous costiveness would indicate. 
They are black, seldom more than distinctly 
formed, and occasionally liquid; and their 
expulsion accompanied by distressing tenes- 
mus. ‘Tenesmus almost invariably accom- 
panies rabies in the ox and the sheep, 
When the constipation is removed, that, 
frequently, but not uniformly, occurs, 
which | would call a characteristic symptom 
of rabies—the dog devours the fecal matter ; 
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he does this when rabid; he does it under 
no other disease. 

_ An extraordinary depravation of appetite 
is @ very usual accompaniment of this ma- 
lady: bits of thread, hair, straw, earth, 
filth of every kind, and particularly horse- 
rey are eagerly picked up ; in most cases 
the dog laps his own urine, and frequentl 
eats his own excrement. Mr. Brady telle 
us, that this dog ‘‘ immediately devoured his 
own feces;” and, after the death of the 
animal, he had further proof of this depra- 
vation of appetite: in the stomach *‘ a few 
ends of straw were present,” and “ the 
duodenum was impacted with black feces of 
a purely stercoraceous nature.” ‘This could 
not by possibility have consisted of natural 
food which had been received into the sto- 
mach, and had undergone the digestive pro- 
cess. It rarely, indeed, happens, that by 
any inverted action, “‘ stercoraeeous” mat- 
ter ever passes through the duodenum, and 
the conformation of that intestine would 
forbid it, being impacted there. This mat- 
ter consisted of the faces which the dog 
had swallowed, mixed with straw, dirt, 
dung, and other indigesta, and so become 
capable of being thus impacted when pass- 
ing from the stomach into the smaller and 
gradually lessening caliber of the duod 

This impaction of fecal matter in the duo- 
denum, Mr. Brady regards as a proof that 
“the death of the animal was occasioned 
by constipation ;” a strange portion of the 
intestine to be the seat of constipation, and 
more strange that ‘‘ the death should be oc- 
casioned by constipation,” when Mr. Brady 
saw the evacuation of the faces. In point 
of fact, had Mr, Brady been acquainted with 
the diagnosis of rabies, he would have seen 
in this ‘‘ impaction of stercoraceous matter 
in the duodenum,” no proof of fatal costive- 
ness, but an unequivocal proof that the dog 
was rabid, 

Mr. Brady states, that ‘‘ the eyes were 
slightly targid when he first saw the dog, 
but that on the next day this was gone.” 
He is here unconsciously describing the 
progress of rabies. Early in the disease, 
the conjunctiva is, to a greater or less de- 
gree, injected, and the eyes have a pecu- 
iarly bright and dazzling appearance, ac- 
companied by a very slight strabismus ; but, 
in a day or two, this injection and bright- 
ness pass away, the eye assumes, not its 
natural expression, but its natural colour, 
then becomes dull, opaque, green, aud even 
ulcerated. 

That “ when the master 
dog, the animal fawned upon im, and ap- 
peared in no wey vicious.” It does uot ne- 
cessarily follow that the rabid should be 
‘ vicious.” His desire to do mischief, de- 
pends on his previous disposition. It often 
proceeds not beyond an occasional snap, and 
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then only when irritated. Even 
under the peculier delirium of rabies, the 
voice of the master is always recognised, 
and the animal, to the very last, fondles on 
those whom he had been accustomed to love 
and obey. 

» There are two circumstances, however, in 
Mr. Brady’s narrative, which are new to 
me. He states that the animal “ walke¢c 
firmly.” I have never seen a rabid dog 
after the second day, in which there was not 
some loss of power over the voluntary mus- 
cles, and principally marked by a staggering 
walk, sometimes very slight, but still per- 
ceptible. 

Again: Mr. Brady states that ‘‘ the sto- 
mach presented its natural appearances, 
there was neither turgidity nor inflamma- 
tion.” ‘Ibis is perfectly new to me. I have 
invariebly found turgidity of the vesse!s of 
the external coat, with vascularity and red- 
ness of the mucous coat ; in some cases con- 
fined to the ruge, and not much exceeding 
the blush upon the healthy stomach during 
digestion, This, I apprehend, might have 
been the case here. Much more frequently, 
however, the vascularity descends between 
the ruge, and occupies a considerable por- 
tion of the mucous coat ; confined occasion- 
ally to the cardiac portion, or more intense 
there ; spots of ecchymosis are frequently 
found, varying from the magnitude of a pin's 
head, to that ofa large pea. 

I am not, however, aiming at present at a 
full aud correct description of either the 
symptoms or post-mortem appearances which 
characterise rabies. My object is to show, 
that there were even in this deceptive case, 
cireumstances sufficiently decisive es to the 
nature of the disease. The dog was un- 
questionably rabid; but the surgeon was 
nrisied, and very excusably so, by his de- 
pendence on the judgment of a man, who, 
although illiterate, had passed his life among 
dogs, and therefore, as Mr. Brady properly 
says, ‘‘ had many opportunities of knowing 
their various states and conditions of 
health.” 

J am a little disposed to criticise one sen- 
tence in Mr. Brady’s valuable communica- 
tion. A “‘ doubt exists,” he says, ‘* whe- 
ther the dog laboured under hydrophobia or 
not.” I should object to the term ‘‘ hydro- 
phobia,” as applied even to the human sub- 
ject. It is but a symptom of disease—not 

sent in every stage of it, and, in a few 
instances, scarcely to be recognised. Hy- 
drophobia never exists in the dog. Atno 
stage of the disease is there the slightest 
dread of water, or the slightest spasm attend- 
ing the effort to swallow, but, on the con- 
trary, @ most tormenting and unquenchable 
thirst. 

3, Nassau Street, Middlesex Hespital, 
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NITROUS OXIDE GAB, AS A REMEDY IN CHRO 
NIC DISEASES OF THE CHEST, &c, 


By Joszrn Curtis, Esq., M.R.C.S., Came 
own, 

Tuere ere, I believe, few medical men 
of the present day who are disposed to go 
the length of the humeral ists ; yet, 
I think, most will admit, that the state of 
the blood must have a great éffect upon 
many di S 5 ¢ qnently, that any reme- 
dies capable of being applied directly to the 
blood, will be valuable acquisitions to the 
list of materia medica. This, upon trial, 
will, I think, be found to be the case with 
some of the gases which are not of too irri- 
tating a quality to be introduced into the 
lungs, and which are capable of effecting 
changes in the blood. I have made trial 
of one of these agents, with benefit to my 
patients, and I beg to make public the fol- 
|lowing account of its effects. Although I 
'do not expect that so small a number of 
cases will be considered sufficient to prove 
the efficacy of the remedy, they will, at 
least, 1 hope, be sufficient to show that it is 
worthy of further attention. 

[n introducing to the profession the ni- 
trous oxide gas as a remedy, I am aware 
that 1 am not the first who has made use 
of it, though I believe no detailed account 
of its effects in the cure of diseases has been 
published by any medical man. 

Case 1.—Mrs. etat. 26, has been 
many years subj to spasmodic asthma, 
which attacks her periodically, sometimes 
once a week, sometimes oftener, at others 
not so frequently. These attacks usually 
begin with a wheezing, difficulty of breathing, 
and pain in the side, which increase until a 
great sense of suffocation comes on, accom- 
panied with spasms of the respiratory mus- 
cles, violent pain round the waist, and some- 
times all over the thorax ; the face is usually 
purple, the feet and bands are cold, the 
head and trunk, particularly the face and 
chest, hot and in a copious perspiration, and 
the pulse is somewhat quickened. In from 
six to twelve hours a secretion of macus 
takes place’ in the bronchi, and the patient 
is relieved. As, however, this secretion 
increases, it appears to block up the air 
passages, and the sense of suffocation and 
wheezing return, sometimes to a worse ex- 
tent than at first. In two or three instances 
the pulse entirely ceased for a short time, 
and the patient showed but little signs of 
life. ‘These attacks commonly last about 
| twenty-four hours, during which time the 
| patient eats nothing, and they leave her so 
| weak that she is sometimes unable to leave 

her bed fora day or two afterwards ; cata- 
| menia never affected. ‘The remedies which 
j usually afford most relief are, ipecacuanha 
i 
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and opium. During very hot or changeable 
wean, the patient her more liable to 
these attacks ; a so in the 
spring, and is generally worse when resid- 
ing in an open, airy situation than in a 
crowded town, especially during the pre- 
valence of easterly winds. During the 
last spring, the wind has generally been 
easterly, with cold, settled weather ; an at- 
tack has usually come on when a change, 
accompanied with rain, has occurred, which 
has been about once in a fortnight. Indi- 
gestible food has often brought on an attack, 
which has sometimes been immediately 
relieved by the administration of an emetic. 
This patient has been married about two 
years and a half, since which period she has 
generally been much worse than before, ex- 
cept when pregnant. She has been twice 
pregnant within twelve months; the first 
time she was much better, but miscar- 
ried at about five mouths, owing to an 
accident. During the last pregaancy, which 
took place soon after her confinement, the 
asthma again appeared to be relieved, but 
she was in very ill health the whole time, 
and so weak as to be unable to walk up 
stairs, or out of doors, without assistance. 

On Sunday, the 19th of last April, she was 
confined a second time, with a still-born 
child, about seven months old. For some 
time after her confinement she was not 
strong enough to walk either up or down 
stairs. 

Tuesday, 2ist. She hada severe attack 
of her old complaint, which lasted twenty- 
four hours. 

Friday, May ist. Another attack, not so 
severe as the last, but whici lasted five 
days, 

Thursday, 7th. Walked down stairs for 
the first time, but was obliged to be car- 
ried up. 

Saturday, 9th. Another attack came on 
in the evening, which lasted Sunday and 
Monday. 

As 1 conceived that the distressing sense 


of suffocation, which came on towards the | 
end of an attack, was caused by the blood | 


being prevented, by the mucus in the 
bronchi, from undergoing its proper change 
in the lungs, I thought, that by substituting 
oxygen gas for atmospheric air, the symp- 
toms might, in some measure, be relieved. 
Not, however, expecting any permanent 
benefit, | kept no particular account of its 
effects. 


On Sunday, the 10th, she breathed some 
oxygen gas from a bladder, and this was 


repeated on Monday and Sunday. It ap- 
peared to me to relieve the wheezing, though 
she could perceive no difference herself. 
The slight effect produced, may, perhaps, 
be accounted for, by her not well un- 
derstanding how to take it, in consequence 
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of which she lost more than half the dose. 
Finding it — troublesome to make 
oxygen gas, for want of a proper apparatus, 
I ah yl trying the effect of ame 
oxide gas, which she, accordingly, began to 
breathe on Wednesday, and continued twice 
aday afterwards. From three to four quarts 
was the usual dose ; it sometimes produced 
slight vertigo, and a feeling of languor, 
These, however, went off in a few minutes, 
and, in about a quarter of an hour, the pulse 
was usually lowered from eight to twelve 
beats in a minute; in one instance, from 
one-hundred-and-twenty to one-hundred- 
and-eight ; in another, from one-hundred- 
and-four to ninety-six : the beat of the body 
was at the same time raised; a thermonte- 
ter placed between the shoulders, rose in 
one instance from ninety-two to ninety-six ; 
in another, from ninety-four to ninety- 
eight, but never rose beyond ninety-eight ; 
the hands and feet, which were generally 
cold, glowed; and the face, which was 
usually of a purple or leaden hue, assumed 
the natural appearance. 

Tuesday, May 19. Finding that the gas 
bad produced a much more beneficial effect 
than [ had anticipated, both in relieving the 
asthma and improving the general health, I 
began to keep a daily account of the symp- 
toms of my patient, and the effects of the 
gas. This day she dined at three o'clock, 
and, in about half an hour afterwards, felt a 
tightness in the chest, and some difliculty 
of breathing; face purple, with the usual 
appearances of an approaching attack of her 
old complaint. She breathed about three 
quarts of gas, and felt much relieved. The 
dose was repeated in the evening, 

Wednesday, 20th. Had two or three 
severe fits of coughing in the night, other- 
wise slept well. She was tolerably well all 
day, and took the gas as before. 

Thursday, 2ist. Passed the night much 
as the last. Bowels somewhat out of order, 
Feels languid this morning ; skin of a pur- 
ple hue; hands and feet cold ; pulse ninety- 
six, soft, and regular. Unprovided with gas 
this morning. A quarter after two, P.m., 
| pulse ninety-eight, breathing free ; heat be- 
tween the shoulders ninety-six ; in cther re- 
spects much the same. Breathed the ges. 
In two minutes became giddy, and left off; 
in five minutes afterwards continued the gas 
with the same effect. In about half an hour 
| the palse fell to ninety-four, and the heat 
rose toninety-seven. The gas was repeated 
in small quantities two or three times this 
afternoon, but I had not an opportunity of 
noting its effects. She coughed and ex- 
pectorated a good deal during the afternoon. 
In the evening she appeared much better, 
breathing freely, and in good spirits. Take 
compound calomel pill, five grains, at night. 

Friday, seven o'clock, a.m, Pulse nivetye 














2 Es 5 eee 


MR. CURTIS ON NITROUS OXIDE GAS. 


six; lips florid ; headach ; slept well; bad 
@ great sense of languor during the night; 
had two coughing fits; bowels confined. 
Rhubarb and jalap, each two grains, calo- 
mel one grain. As I thought that the florid 
lips and headach might have been produced 
by the gas, I thought it better to omit it 
this morning. About the middle of the day 
the bowels were freely relieved, and she 
felt much better. Walked to-day about 
three-quarters of a mile to see a friend, at 
whose house she remained all day, and 
walked home in the evening, having like- 
wise walked in the garden several times 
during the day. This, it will be observed, 
was much more exercise than she had been 


|charge from the nose, with toothach, &c. 
|The tightness at the chest and wheezing 
came on several times during the day, byt 
was always relieved by taking the pat 
Tuesday, 26th. Awoke t half past 
one this morning, with pain and tightness 
in her chest, but not usual wheezing. 
Tincture of opium, 15 minims ; i 
wine, half a drachm, to be en imme- 
‘diately. About an hour afterwards, felt 
sick, and retched, but brought up only a 
little mucus; felt much relieved. About 
| seven o'clock, the wheezing and difficult re- 
| spiration came on; face suffused, but of a 
}much brighter colour than it used to be. 
Took ipecacuanha wine, halfa drachm, with 





able to take for many months previously. no effect. About a quarter of an hour after- 
She had two fits of coughing during the day, | wards, bieathed the gas, which very shortly 
and took the gasin the evening. 'relieved her breath, and she expectorated a 

Saturday, 23d. Passed a good night ; | little thick yellow mucus. She afterwards 
had no coughing till six o’clock this morn-| took some tea, which was soon brought up 
ing. Got up to breakfast. After bréakfast| again. About ten o’clock, a copious expec- 
took the gas. The pulse appears now to be | toration came on, after which she continued 
permanently lowered to about one hundred, | better all day. During the afternoon, the 
and the heat of the body raised to ninety- | catamenia returned, but went off shortly. At 
seven ; the gas doesnot now affecteither. The | ten o’clock she went to bed with headach 
colour of the skin is likewise much brighter, | and wheezing, but both were relieved by the 
consequently the effects of the gas are not | gas. 
so visible. She can now drawa deepinspi-, Wednesday, 27th, About two o'clock 


ration without difficulty, which she has not) 4.m., the wheezing and difficult respiration 
been able to do for two years previously, | came on, and being unprovided with gas, 1 
Coughed once this afternoon, and took the again had recourse to i 


uanha and 
|opium, with some relief, but she did not 


gas in the evening. 
About eleven 


Sunday, 24th. Ate asparagus for supper 
last night, which is a meal she is not accus- 
tomed to take. It produced flatulence, and 
pain in the head in the night. She likewise 
took a violent cold yesterday evening, by 
taking off part of her dress, and standing in 
a draught. Catamenia appeared in the 
night, being her regular time, but soon went 
off She had no cough during the night. 
Towards morning, pain in the chest came on, 
with light breathing and wheezing. About 
five o'clock took the gas with no effect. Ipe- 
cacuanha wine, 5ij., which produced vomit- 
ing, and relieved See chest. The difficulty 
of breathing still continuing, about seven 
o'clock repeated the gas. After a short 
time the breathing was relieved, and she 
could take a deeper inspiration. She con- 
tinued afterwards much better, but did not 
rise till twelve o'clock, and felt weak 


through the day. Took small quantities of 


gas (wo or three times. Since she has taken 
the gas, she has not eaten so much as she 
used, yet her strength has increased, and 
she is somewhat stouter. 

Monday, 25th. Passeda good night. At 
five o'clock in the morning, a wheezing and 
difficulty of breathing came on; took the 
gas with relief. Rose about ten, and had a 
fit of coughing, with a copious expectora- 


|sleep much afterwards. 

o'clock the wheezing returned, with pain in 
the head and chest, and the gas was again 
had recourse to. Itsoon relieved the wheez- 
ling, but increased the pain in the head; the 
'pain in the chest went off soon afterwards. 
| She continued much better until about five 
|o’clock, when the wheezing became very bad, 
with a distressing sense of suffocation, face 
suffused ; took the gas with immediate re- 
lief ; in about a quarter of an hour the symp- 
toms went off. 

Thursday, 28th. Passed a bad night, in 
consequence of a distressing cough, with 
expectoration so copious, as to run out of 
her mouth on the pillow as she lay. Took 
the gas twice with but little effect. Seven 
o’clock a.m., pain in the chest; breathing 
tight; took gas with relief; breath slightly 
affected all day. Did not rise until six p.m., 
after which she continued tolerably well. 
Complains of an itching all over the skin. 
Catamenia returned this afternoon, 

Friday, 29th. Not so much cough or ex- 
pectoration as the night before ; slept tole- 
rably well ; took the gas with relief; much 
better this morning ; breakfasted as usual, 
and rose about ten o'clock. 

Saturday, 30th. Had a tolerable night; 
going on well; took gas; walked out this 








tion. Appears to have taken fresh cold; morning. Evening: appears to have taken 
has sneezed often, and had a copious dis- | freak cold ; feels languid ; shooting pains 
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and a creeping sensation all over her body. 

Took gas with some relief ; put her feet into 

water, when she went to bed and re- 

ited the powder ; was much better after 
she went to bed, 

Sunday, 3ist. Passed a tolerable night, 
and feels much better. 

Monday, June ist. Complained of hav- 
ing had violent pain under the shoulder 
blade, particularly on moving the arm, dur- 
ing the fore part of the night ; afterwards 
slept well. In the morning, still some pain 
and weakness in the arm ; in the middle of 
the day was much better ; in the evening 
wheezing came on, and pain across the right 
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took ipecacuanba wine, two drachms; this 
brought on retching, but no vomiting, and 
relieved her. 

Monday, 8th. Appeared better, but re- 
mained weak all day ; itching relieved. 

Tuesday, 9h, Took the gas last night, 
and soon afterwards the itching increased ; 
slept well. Slight itching this morning, 
otherwise well. 

Wednesday, 10th. Awoke between two 
and three o’clock this morning, with violent 
sneezing and great discharge Deen the nose ; 
throat dry; her breath sounded as though 
the trachea was made of paper; upon apply- 
ing the ear to the chest, it appeared as 





breast. ‘ook the gas, which appeared to|though the air was passing through a num- 
increase the pain; in other respects much | ber of small brass tubes. She had no pain, 
the same. Went to bed about balf past | but a great sense of suffocation. In about an 
nine, with wheezing, sense of suffocation, | hour, slight expectoration came on, and the 
pain in the side, and under the shoulder | sound began to change to the usual wheezing. 
blade. As the wheezing and difficulty of She took the gas until it produced languor, 
breathing increased, the pains under the and reduced the pulse from 98 to 95. It ap- 
shoulder blade and across the breast were peared to relieve the wheezing, but she soon 
relieved ; these in all probability were rheu- | began to get worse. At half past five she 
matic. She repeated the gas, which re-, again had recourse to the ipecacuanha, 
lieved the wheezing for a short time, but which brought up a little mucus, and re- 
otherwise produced no effect. In about lievedher. The wheezing anddifficult breath- 
half an hour she appeared worse ; bled to ing continued all day, in consequence of 
five ounces, a quantity she had frequently which she remained in bed, and did not eat 


lost before, with great benefit, but on this 
occasion no relief. About an hour after- 


wards took ipecacuanha wine, two drachms, 
and brought up some thick ropy mucus, | 


w was so sour as to make her complain 
of its having set her teeth on edge. She 
afterwards a good night. 

Tuesday and Wednesday. Going on well 
and gaining strength. 

Thursday. Passed a good night; com- 
plains this morning of itching of the vulva : 
apply ung. cetacei. 
wheezing and difficult breathing returned ; 
took the gas without relief; took ipecacu- 
anha wine, two drachms; brought up some 
pulp of orange which she had eaten ajter 
dinner, and was relieved. 

Friday, 5th. Going on well, walks bet- 
ter to-day than she has done before. 

Saturday, 6th. Going on well; itching 
increased. As I attributed the pain in the 
shoulder and itching of the vulva in some 
measure to the gas, I now only gave the gas 
once a day, except when her breath was 
affected. 

Sunday, 7th. Disturbed in the night 
with itching, otherwise would have passed 
a good night. The parts are very much 
swollen and dry. Sulphate of zinc, one 
scruple, in four ounces of water; apply 
often. This was at first applied warm, in 
order to cool the parts gradually. About 
nine o'clock p.m. it was applied cold ; the 
wheezing returned ; took the gas without 
effect. About half past three the lotion 
was changed for the ung. cetacei, and she 


In the evening, the | 


until the afternoon, 

| Thursday. Much betterthan she has been 
these two years ; walked about three miles 
in the course of the day. 

| As the gas appears now to have pro- 
| duced all the good effects upon the consti- 
| tution, of which, at present it seems capa- 
| ble, having increased the strength generally, 
jand the powers of digestion, and lessened 
| the tendency to asthma, and having pro- 
| duced a tendency to inflammation, as shown 
by the rheumatism and the state of the 
vulva, I shall now discontinue its regular 
|use, and only have recourse to it when she 
appears likely to have an attack of her old 
disease. Upon this plan, I hope she will 
go on increasing in strength, and ultimately 
lose her complaint. 

Case 2.—Mrs. C , a middle-aged wo- 
man, who is married, and has had four chil- 
dren, expects to be confined in about a fort- 
night. When she lived in town, was al- 
ways subject to wheezing and great difficulty 
of breathing, when she caught a cold. Has 
been bled, &c. for it several times; has 
lived at Camden Town about three years, 
since which period she has never had this 
complaint. 1 was first sent foron Wednes- 
day morning, May 26th. She had taken 
cold the Saturday previous, since which 
time she had been getting worse. I found 
her sitting in a chair, but unable to walk 
across the room without support ; had great 
difficulty of breathing; could not draw a 
deep inspiration, the attempt gave pain ; 
distressing cough, with copious expectora- 
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tion ; face purple ; has very little pain ge- | 
nerally ; very sick, brings up every thing , 
she re Sl x Boe 26. auibes in yA night ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 
with bad cough, and thinks she should be 
suffocated if she were not reised. 1 began!) con pounn FRACTURE OF THE TIBIA. 
by giving her ipecocuanha, with apertont | 
medicine. | James M‘Nanty, wtat. 26, was admitted 
Evening. Sickness very distressing, can, into No. 3, Ralhere’s Wara, March 27, un- 
keep nothing down ; breathing rather better; | der the care of Mr. Lawrence, with come 
face not quite so poate ; bowels open three | pound fracture of the tibia of the left leg. 
times. Repeat the medicine. The patient is a bricklayer’s labourer, of 
Thursday morning. Had rather a better dark complexion, ordinary stature, and gene- 
night; symptems much the same as last ral healthy appearance. The injury was oc- 
evening. As I did not think it advisable to | casioned by a fall from a scaffold; the 
heep up the distressing sickness, | next had | fracture is oblique, and about three inches 
recourse to the hydrocyanic acid. above the ancle joint. The external wound 
Evening. Sickness relieved, in other re- has been enlarged, to facilitate getting the 
Spects the same; pulse 112; took the gas/ ends of the bones into apposition, the upper 
ull it produced giddiness and lenguor.| portions having protruded through the ex- 
In about a quarter of au hour afterwards | ternal covering to the extent of three-quar- 
she had no wheezing, and spoke in her patu- | ters of an inch ; the wound not larger than 
ral veice ; can draw a deep inspiration with- | the disc of a balf-crown piece. 
out difficulty ; pulse 194; face assumed a} 30, ‘The fractured edges of the bone are 
brighter colour ; bowels not open to-day. | not in contaet; the upper portion protrudes 
Friday, 28th, morning. Passed a much | to the extent of an inch. Complains of the 
better night; her feet, which were generally | fracture box creating much irritation. The 


so cold that she was obliged to have them | limb is more swollen, and there is a slight 
rubbed before she could go to sleep, glowed | inflammatory process around the injury. 
#s soon as she got into bed, aud her cough | Apply twelve leeches, and let the bowels be 
was not so violent; face of a brighter co- | freely opened. 

Jour; speaks in her natural voice; cen} April 1, ‘Ibe inflammation of the cellular 
draw a deep inspiration without pain ; no | membrave extends from the wound to nearly 


wheezing except when she coughs; cough the head of the tibia ; the limb much swol- 
much better; expectorates easily ; bowels | len. Apply two dozen of leeches in the 
not open. Sumut haustus cath., and breathe | neighbourhood of the wound. Let the frac- 
gas, which had the usual effects. ture- box be removed, clean the leg properly, 

In this way she went on taking the gas/ and then replace it in the box. After the 
morning and evening, with nearly the same | application of the leeches, apply a large 
eflect as in the former case, until the Thurs- | linseed poultice. The bowels have been 





day following, when she was discharged | 
cured. 

As far as 1 can judge from so small a 
number of trials, | think the nitrous oxide | 
gas will be found a most valuable remedy 
in chronic diseases of the bronchi, as 
asthma, Xc., und in cases of congestion of 
the lungs. In all diseases in which the 
bleod does not undergo its proper change in 
the lungs, in consequence of a deficiency of 
oxygen, it will at least have a tendency to, 
remedy the bad cffects arising from that 
cause. In all cases of acute inflammation, 
I think it will be hiely to do mischief; but. 
as it appears io increase the circulation 
principally in the extremities, little danger 
is to be apprehended from avy inflammation 
it may produce. 

1 intended to have said more upon the 
effects of the gas, but as I find this paper is 
already much too long, 1 must reserve my 
remarks for a future opportunity. 


June 11th, 1829. 


freely opened. 

6. The external opening is considerably 
enlarged, aid discharges a thick healthy pus. 
‘Lhe inflammation and swelling have greatly 
subsided. 

24. Mr. Lawrence has removed, with a 
j air of forceps, a piece of the upper part of 
the fractured bone, of about the size of a 
shilling ; the wound looks healthy, and the 
man is doing well. 

May 27. The bone has united, and the 
external wound is completely closed, Has 
been able to get out of bed occasionally for 
a short time; but this morning, at eight 
o'clock, after having taken breakfast, he 
was serzed with shivering, and soon after- 
wards a severe pain in the leg, just at the 
part in which it was broken, followed by a 
smart attach of erysipelas. Pulse 136, and 
the whole temperature of the body increas- 
ed. Ordered calomel and jalap, to be suc- 
ceeded by a dose of thé house medicine. 
Let cold cloths be applied to the leg, and if 
the inflammation does not subside resort to 
leeches. The patient to be kept in bed. 

June 13, The attack yielded to the above 





CUr THROAT.—LITHOTOMY. 


treatment; the health of the patieut, and 
the improving condition of the limb, was 
restored. He is now able to walk about on 
crutches. 


THROAT CUT IN DELIRIUM. 


W. Newton, etat. 34, was admitted, 3ist 
May, into Ruhere’s Ward, under the care of 
Mr. Lawrence, with an incision extending 
across the front of the throat, immediately 
over the cricoid cartilage, of between three 
and four inches in length. The wound was 
inflicted by the patient himself, but no ac- 
count of the manner in which it was done 
can be given, or whether in a state of intoxi- 
cation ér delirium at the time. He was 
found bleeding by two men who carried 
him to a surgeon’s, where the lips of the 
wound were brought pretty nearly into con- 
tact by adhesive plaster; he was a(ter- 
wards brought to the Hospital, ‘Iwo super- 
ficial vessels were tied by the dresser, the 
wound nearly closed, and the strait waistcoat 
put on. 

June 3. Has been very restless, delirious 
at night, and has not yet been able to give 
any account of himself. Pulse full and 
strong; take sixteen ounces of blood from 
the arm, shave the head, and apply cold 
cloths to it. ' 

13. The wound has nearly healed ; there 
is only a very elight discharge from it now. 
The man is perfectly sensible. States that 
he is a milkman, unmarried, and can give 
no account whatever of the manner in which 
the wound was inflicted. Believes he must 
have done it himself, and, in all probability, 
with a penknife. Remembers osiee had 
a severe fever, and that since then has been 
subject to aberrations of mind. He is doing 
well, and will soon be able to leave the 
Hospital. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 


_—— 
LITHOIOMY. 


Mr. Green having proceeded to the 
male operating theatre, William Curtis, 
a healthy-looking young man, twenty-four 
years of age, a native of Portsmouth, was 
placed on the table ; he had been admiited 
into Isaac’s Ward on the 14th of May, for 
the purpose of undergoing the operation of 
lithotomy; said he had been labouring 
under symptoms of stone im the bladder for 
several years previously, but had never un- 
dergone any operation for its removal. 
Having been bound in the usual manner, a 
grooved staff was introduced into the 
urethra, but it met with some obstruc- 
tion in its passage, and did not appear to 
enter the bladder to such an extent as it 
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usually does ; on making the incision through 
the integuments to the staff, a gush of arte- 
rial blood flowed from the wound, showing 
that some considerable artery hed been 
divided, and which was secured before the 
Operation was proceeded with; very little 
urine followed the introduction of the gor- 
get; after which the forceps were carried 
into the bladder on the gorget, and seemed 
to pass beyond the stone on which they 
grated, but which could not be found in the 
bladder. The operator therefore introduced 
his finger, and having discovered its situa- 
tion, again had recourse to the forceps, and 
extracted it without much further difficulty, 
The calculus was of a flattened circular form, 
about an inch and a half in diameter, and 
half an inch thick, having two processes 
similar to a pair of horns, each nearly half 
an inch in length, projecting from its sur- 
face. An examination with the sound was 
then made; and it being ascertained that 
there was no other stone, the patient was 
removed to his bed. After which Mr. Green 
turned and addressed the pupils, explaining 
to them the peculiarity of the case, viz. that 
the stone had not been contained in the 
bladder, but lodged in a cyst at the anterior 
part of the prostate gland, communicating 
with the membranous portion of the urethra ; 
this, he said, accounted for the difficulty 
experienced in the introduction of the staft, 
and by pushing the artery (most probably 
the trausverse perineal) out of its place, 
might have been the occasion of its division. 

The patient had a severe rigour shortly 
after the operation, which was relieved by 
the administration of forty minims of tinc- 
ture of opium. 

23. Has fiassed a tolerably comfortable 
night free from pain. Pulse 62, soft, not 
full ; tongue whitish ; urine passes frecly 
through the wound. 

24, Has hed a pretty good night; urine 
comes off through the wound, and some by 
the natural passage ; pulse natural; tongue 
whitish ; bowels open from castor oil. 

25. Complains of chilliness ; pain at the 
wound; pulse 84, soft; feet rather cold ; 
bowels open ; tongue white. 

26. Slight pain at the wound only; other- 
wise comfortable ; urine dribbles from the 
wound ; makes some by the natural passage 
occasionally. 

June 3. Has been going on well ; tongue 
clean ; pulse natural; bowels regular ; very 
little urine passes through the wound, 

Mr. Green next removed a considerable 
portion of the lower lip (effected with car- 
cinoma) of a healthy looking middle aged 
man, who is also doing well, 


CUT THROAT. 


Rachael Pearcy, a woman apparently 
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about forty-five, was taken into Queen's 
Ward on the evening of Saturday, May 3v, 
with a deeply incised wound of the throat, 
which she had inflicted on herself. Con- 
siderable hwmorrhage had taken place ; 
pulse exceedingly small and weak, and sur- 
face of the body cold; the instrument had 
passed into the trachea, between the 
cricoid cartilage and thyroid, and probably 
a small branch from one of the thyroideal 
arteries was divided, as a small quantity of 
arterial blood was spit up, but there was no 
vessel secured; the wound in the trachea 
was brought together by means of a suture, 
taking care not to pass the needle through 
the lining membrane ; the lips of the exter- 
nal wound kept in apposition by sutures, 
and the patient placed in bed, with the head 
raised by piilows, so as to bring the chin 
forwards towards the chest. She has not 
had any unfavourable symptom since, 


On Sunday, May 31, a patient of Mr. 
Tyrrell’s, in Edward’s Ward, endeavoured 
to put a period to his existence by hanging 
himself, but was fortunately discovered and 
cut down before he had effected his pur- 


pose. 





HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 


AFFECTION OF THE CIRCULATION, 
C.L., etat. 30, was, on the 6th of May, 


1829, admitted on account of a very curious 
periodical affection of the circulation; once 
or twice a month he was suddenly seized 
with violent pain in the thorax, especially 
on the left side ; the pulse, which, at other 
times, was rather slow, became very fre- 
quent, and, in the region of the right com- 
mon carotid, a very violent throbbing was 


seen, by which the integuments were raised | 


to a considerable extent; the frequency of 
the pulsations was so great as to be hardly 
ascertainable, but must have been at least 
240 ina minute ; they were regular in force 
and rythm, and the paroxysm subsided after 
a few hours, and tranquillity was gradually 
restored. ‘The first impression of M. Ler- 
minier, under whose care the patient came, 
was, that the rapid pulsations in the ante- 
rior region of the neck, proceeded from the 
carotid, and that the disease was merely a 
nervous affection of that vessel, similar to 
palpitation of the heart, arising from its 
sympathy with other organs; on a closer 
examination, however, it was found that the 
carotids on both sides corresponded with 
the pulse at the wrist, as did also the tem- 
peed. axillary, and crural arteries ; the only 
manner, therefore, in which the periodical 
throbbing at the neck could be accounted 
for, "was its being situated in the jugalar 
véins, an explanation which also, in some 














CIRCULATION.—TUMOUR IN THE SKULL. 


respect, corresponded with the examination 
of the heart by the stethoscope ; its pulsa- 
tions, which were not heard in a greater 
circumference than usual, were very tamul- 
tuous, and the sound of the auricles con- 
siderably louder than is generally the case. 
The patient stated that fifteen years ago he 
had had the first attack of the above kiad, 
that it had subsequently returned with more 
or less frequency, and that about four years 
previous to his admission at the hospital, 
the fits had considerably increased in length, 
so as sometimes to be of twenty-four hours’ 
duration ; within the last two years they 
had diminished in violence and frequency, 
but had, latterly, again become very trouble- 
some, though of less frequency than before. 
The attacks observed no regular period, and 
generally came on spontaneously ; from the 
6th of May to the 2d of June he had 
two fits, one of ten, the other of fourteen 
hours; his general health was not affected, 
and the most careful examination of the 
heart and lungs by the stethoscope, except 
during the paroxysms, detected nothing of 
a morbid nature. —Lancette Francaise. 


HOPITAL DES VENERIENS. 


TUMOUR IN THE CAVITY OF THE SKULL, 
BETWEEN THR OPTIC NERVES. 


L. A., wtat. 29, was, on the ¢9th of 
March, 1829, admitted with the following 
symptoms: the left nostril was consider- 
ably enlarged, impervious, and its upper 
portion filled with a dark-coloured humour ; 
the eyeball of the same side was consider- 
ably protruded, and somewhat pushed up- 
wards and laterally, but appeared, in other 
respects, healthy, except that there was a 
slight inflammation of the conjunctiva, aris- 
ing, no doubt, from the globe being not 
covered with the eyelids ; the sight was not 
impaired. Above the left orbit there was a 
hard tumour one inch in diameter, and of a 
globular form, apparently fixed in the bone, 
and free from pain ; the cutaneous cover- 
ings were moveable over it, and not dis- 
eased ; the patient bad a slight headach, and 
some pain in the left nostril; her general 
health seemed unimpaired. It appeared, 
on inquiry, that she had never had any pri- 
mary symptoms, although she had been 
much exposed to the danger of infection ; 
she had, during the last six months, been 
subject to continual slight headach, and the 
tumour had been slowly forming three 
munths before that period; she had not 
used any remedies, except the decoction of 
sarsaparilla and emollient fumigations. M. 
Gilbert, under whose care she was edmitted, 
was, for some time, doubtful as to the nature 
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of the disease ; but after having watched the 
case for a few days, decided on treating it as 
syphilitic, and accordingly prescribed the 

ecoct. sarsz., with the oxymuriate of mer- 
cury. Under the use of these remedies, 
the tumour on the forehead rapidly increased 
in size, and the skin over it became hot, 
inflamed, and painful; a very fetid matter 
began to be discharged from the left nostril. 
The antisyphilitic treatment was accordingly 
discontinued, and nothing but an emollient 
poultice applied to the diseased parts. On 
the 10th of April, the tumour on the fore- 
head was of the size of a hen’s egg, but had 
become softer, and a slight fluctuation could 
be felt in it; the pain had considerably in- 
creased; the left eye was forcibly pro- 
truded from the orbit ; the right began also 
to be more prominent than usual; vision 
was impaired in neither. On the ist of) 
May, cerebral payer were observed for | 
the first time ; the patient was occasionally | 
delirious, insensible, &c., and began to | 
vomit her food. The swelling of the nose 
rapidly increased, and a dark-coloured, 
fleshy mass was protruded from the left 
nostril; the tumour on the forehead having 
attained the size of two fists, extended from 
the left supra-orbital region, to the internal 
angle of the right eye ; the skin, by which 
it was covered, was ecchymosed to a large 
extent ; and above the left orbit an ulcera- 
tion had formed, from which a smali quantity 
of sanious matter was discharged ; vision had 
become indistinct in both eyes. On the 
15th, the tumour on the forehead, and 
swelling of the nose, having further in- 
creased, so as to form almost one mass; a 
large quantity of bloody pus issued from the 
left nostril; the ulcer over the left orbit dis- 
charged much dark-coloured blood, and the 
tumour was also ulcerated in two places 
over the right orbit, In this frightful con- 
dition the patient lingered till the 25th of 
May, when she died, after having been for 
some days in a state of complete insensi- 
bility. 

On examination of the body, the tumour on 
the forehead was found to form a prominence 
of about four inches, and extended from the 
upper part of the frontal bone to the middle 
portion of the nose, and from the anterior 
angle of the left eye to the middle of the right 
orbit; the root of the nose and the inner 
part of each orbit were forcibly protruded. 
On examining the brain, the lower parts of 
the anterior lobes were found softened to a 
very great extent ; the left contained a con- 
siderable quantity of semi-putrid pus; on 
raising the brain, a very hard tumour of 
globular form was found between the optic 
nerves and the smaller alz of the sphenoid 
bone, in the place of the lamina eribrosa of 
the ethmoid bone, which was completely 
destroyed; this tumour extended into the 








substance of the brain, and formed, as it 
were, the centre of the cerebral ae 
The tumour on the forehead was firmly ad- 
herent to the skin, and was found to be con- 
nected with that within the skull, from 
which it had protruded through the left 
frontal sinus, by means of a small opening 
in the frontal bone ; the left frontal sinus 
itself was filled with a fleshy mass ; on the 
left side, the orbital portion of the frontal 
bone was destroyed to a considerable ex- 
tent; and through the aperture, the tumour 
protruded into the orbit. The os unguis 
was destroyed on both sides; in the right 
orbit, the tumour in the skull was also found 
to protrude, but to a smaller extent than on 
the left. The left cavity of the nose was 
completely filled by the mass of the tumour, 


ja part of which extended even into the 


antrum of that side; the septum nasi was 
forcibly pushed towards the right side, but 
not diseased. It appears, accordingly, that 
the swelling of the nose and the tumours on 
the forehead and in the orbits were all con- 
nected, and, as it were, arising from the 
morbid growth in the skull, with which 
they also corresponded in their substance, 
which was evidently that of softened tuber- 
cles, with cavities filled with bloody puru- 
lent matter; that portion of the tumour 
which was in the nose, somewhat partook of 
the character of a polypous growth ; and in 
those parts where the skin had ulcerated, it 
senate’ fungus hematodes.— La Clinique. 





ROAYL SOCLETY.—F.R.S.'S. 


To the Editor of Tux Laxcer. 


S1r,—Amongst the “ on dits” of the pre- 
sent day, not one of the least remarkable is 
the snug nest which members of the medi- 
cal profession are determined to make of 
the Royal Society ; in other words, the con- 
version of an institution founded on the 
most liberal principles, into an engine for 
party purposes and self-interest. Par 
exemple ; it has transpired that the bonus, 
or quid pro quo, held out to Mr, Warburton 
for his exertions in bringing forward the 
Anatomy Bill, was to have been his elec- 
tion to the President’s Chair, on the resig- 
nation of Davies Gilbert; and that, on the 
faith of this promise, the rider was added to 
the Bill between two and three o'clock in 
the morning. The Bill having failed, it now 
remains to be seen if the promise will be 
fulfilled. In the mean time, not to be idle, 
the worthies concerned have resolved to 
make or dub Mr. Bransby Cooper, of lithic 
renown, an F.R.S,, whose qualification for 
that honoureble distinction is, it seems, 
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a dissertation on the foot of a Chinese lady, 
supposed to be his own composition. “ Im- 
morte! Newton, couldst thou now behold 
how the honours of un institution boasting 
thy name, are prostituted, Low truly indig- 
nant would thy spirit be.” 

H. 





MEDICAL PRIZES. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 





Sin,—Observing some very just remarks | 


MFSMERISM. 

Amoncsrt the stories which are reviving 
in Paris, in consequence of the operation 
which we Jately mentioned as having beea 
performed by Cloquet on a female, while 
supposed to be in a state of insensibility 
from ‘‘ magnetic influence,” is one of a 
madman, who, some years avo, it is alleged, 
requested and suffered another madman to 
cut off his head. The operator proceeded 
slowly, with a very bad knife, but the patient 
submitted quietly, and without uttering a 
cry. Another story is, that a female, who 
was in the Salpétriere two years since, who 
used to devour ber own flesh, until every 


in the last week's Lancer, relating to the | part of the body which she could get at was 
distribution of prizes by the various lec- | terribly mutilated. A third account is given 
turers; and happening to be acquainted|of a female, named De Barre, who nailed 
with a gross perversion of the “ principle | herself to a cross, and remained there for 
upon which rewards should be conferred,” an hour, ‘ with a tranquil air, her eyes fre- 
1 am induced to make it known, in the hope | quently closed, speaking first to one, then 
that the party to whom it relates, may pre-|to another, and saying that it was very 


vent a very gross abuse. Dr. Hopkins, with | 


a zeal and liberality well worthy of imita- 
tion, presents his pupils annually with two 
gold medals for the best thesis upon some 
appropriate subject. There is a slight ex- 
amination, but this is merely formal. Now 
it probably does not occur to Dr, Hopkius 
that, in imitation of certain Scotch Dubs, a 
man Way procure a thesis +9! prepared 
for a trifling sum; and this | happen to 
know, that an accoucheur of some celebrity 
has actually engaged to prepare a thesis, 
such as may be required, for a stipulated 
sum of movey, and no doubt the pupil for 
whom it is intended will present it as his 


pleasant.” But, generally speaking, the 
French are very sceptical as to M. Cloquet’s 
case. There is, however, an officiel discus- 
sion now proceedins, which will undoubt- 
edly produce the same result as the com- 
mission which wus appointed in the better 


| days of auimal magnetism in Loncon. 


By far the most interesting of the cases 
which have yet occurred in the practice of 
animal magvetisers, are those in which the 
patients have been females, and pregnancy 
one of the results, This curious effect, at 
one time, made magnetising a highly popular 
Operation. F 





own, thus, at once, destroying all | r- 
able competition. 1 would respectfully sug- 
gest to Dr. Hopkins, the propriety of mak- 
ing an efficient practical examination of his 
pupils, that the successful candidate may 
be deserving of the Lonours thus conferred 
upon him; this would put to the test the 
ability of each, and would have the effect of 
preventing any such gross deception as 
that to which I have aliuded, Hoping’ you 
will gotice this at your leisure, | beg to 
subscribe myself 
Amicus Justitia, 


London, June 16, 1829. 





BALSAM OF COPAIBA. 


Tux offensive qualities of this medicine 
have been effectually suppressed by a che- 


mist of Philadelphia, by a consolidation of | 
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pills. It consists of an union of the oi! and | 
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four-grain pills are mentioned as equal in) 


effect to thirty drops of the balsam. 


resin, in which the whole of the valuable | 
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